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q Io Foy doje fine, Fa fins views _ Fhte/ 
my Hands; which ſo fron. as I had an oppor- 

apmed ati peraſed.” The jolt Toe nd Intitu- 
" Sh Queries 10 " Proteff Pants. Ti \  Oneries 
of Religion or Liberty. be the baft, an Explanation 
of Roman Catholick's Belief, concerning thefe 4. points. 


I 


_  Thein \Chutehs\ Worſhip," Faftification, and” Civil Go- 
 VErnment, os # was preſented to ſome" Perfons of Qua- 


Lity' for- their particular Satisfaftion. By thefe Papers: 
I found that:1he "Roman Emiſſaries were very buſie, 
conpuſſing Sea and Tand to gain Profelytes. © And be-' 
cauſo "they have had is god Te by: open-and fary dea- 
ling,they now take-dnother - coarſe; Ti hey creep into  Houfes, 
and: privately inſinuate themſetaes into the aequaintance” 
of cemwary 'Peopte.** Which: when they have onre "Tone, 
they\begin their work; which is by puzzeting queſtions, I 
anid:falſe repreſentations of their Religion, to Cake be 
minds of men ; and then take occaſion of thetr unſetled-- 
a draw: thein over 1 to their party.” Now ſeeing our 
erfaries' are-fo diligent, certainly it behooves us to: 
Fu wery wetehfalt; 'and'b y all Irofull ways and means 
10 countermine their \cunning Craftineſs, and" arm our 
ſebves againſt their devices. " Upon this confldteration, > 
I-thought- it might be” no diſſervice either to private” 
Chriſtians, 'or the Church of which I am a Member © 
to take theſe Papers into conſideration ; and by ſbſw, 
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Anſwers to the Querits, and, a'brigf; Hnimaidverſion a> 
0n the Explanation, to put weapons into the hands of 


others, wherewith they might defend chemſelets uguinff 
their Aſſaubts, \ VG Eos RE) Fl. 


Rs OE 4 


war WAS 22 ; ot ESIEL®: 5 wp, 1 e y” ws $ 
_ This3s the, figs of theſe few folloming. beets) wheres." 


in 1 have fiudied nothing more, than Brevity.and Plane". 
neſs. To the firſt Paper 'of Queries I:bave: given very 
; Jhort auſmers, but I hope both plain and full. To the- 
ſecond, 'becauſe the Queries ſeemet0: by; comrivied with. 
more art - and cunning, ny. anſwers thereuntq are fome-: 
what more large, but I hope, not.n00 long. -* And apon' 
the Explanation of: their Belief in thoſe. 4," great 
points, 1 have" made ſuch Animadverſions, as T hope 
may ſatisfie any, one, that the. Explainer hath not dealt... 
ſo fairly, nor ſo ingenuouſly with his Perſons-of Quality," 


as be onght.to have done.” - 


Whether what is. here done, will anſwer the deſign.of \ - 


doing. it, or no, 1 know mot ;: but hope, by God's Bleſſing 
it may. Ini confideice therefore of the Divine bleſſing and. 
afſiflance, 1 now, Reader, commit it into thy Hands. + 
deſiring onely this favour, that 10 the reading of it, 
'- thou wilt bring, an humble and teachable temper of mint; 
which, if thou . doft, 1 do not doubt. but it \may be in 
- ſome meaſure ſerviceable to thee at .this time. Which 
if it. be,: may God have the $lory, and thou the comfort! 
and advantage of it. This is and ſhall be the hearty. 
Prayer-of WS BL Ho % 


Thy fairhfull friend, __ 
and. tellow Chriſtian. 
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Faith, which:Fairh5s but one, 6c? Eph. 


Anſ, Hivins Revelation i is both rhe rule ond ae” of Faith, which | 


Faith js-bÞt one. UEOWO 


"2c Hbether: Faith muſt - ot give an undoabzed offer #0 all things 


reuralod? Jam, 2. 18. 


Anſ.:If. the Revelation be Divine, there ought not to be Joubring : 


of the things revealed. | -. 
« 3. Whether theſe Revelations do not. contain in them man myſteries 


rranſc ending the natural reach of. ns wit Cy Þ 1 Cor. 1. 10. 


Macth; 16517; -:: ,- 

Anſ. There are many myſteries in Refigion which-are- -abore:ebe!: 
natu;al reach of humane \ wit and induſtry, above reaſon but - not con- 
trary to reaſon. 

Qu: 4 Whether it did not Became :the divine wiſedom hd goodneſs to fo 

prae. hom _ ſp mpwahe are be might arrive ro = Por, 2 
0 e Myſteries LTC 34647 
ae"; Divine Wiſedom and goodneſs hark. not been wanting - in rhe: 
proviſion of ways-and means, whereby Man may arrive'tothe know- 
ledge of thoſe Myſteries, ſo far as is neoeliaryr for his\happineſs both - 
here and hereafter. _ 

' Quiz; » 5. #hbethir theſe: mens py wot by! .oiflle pau: all, 
proportioneble #0 the capacity of all 2 Johi 9. ryUMaiios. a5 1Joli $9: 

Anſc The means: appoitited) by God: arbrviſils wor inviſible; t 
are proportioned-:to\the-capacity of all, bur: ic is: not neceſſary they 


ſhould be viſible to all. a SAT + 


Qu: 6:: Wherher theſe Myſteries' were e not canghr by Chrifs andrbe Rely 
. Ghoſs to bis Apoſtles? | (+ a9es: 3 point bro gindt Sun ads 09 vj 
Anf,\Whatever-is ons more = 1 the Divine. Revelation, was cerekin- 

ly. caught-hy: @hrift and; they ery "Ghoſbco: the" ApoRtles,: for he made” 
known. untothem the whole Will of: God. 

Qu. 7. Did noe the Apoſtles 12ach. theſe: DaBirives's an. | almoſt all; ns off 
tbe world, before the Seriprares weve ullf randves ay ackng wm 
betheir rritings; or colletieginatoi ane Bd): $ = vink11s; 


Anſ. The Apoſtles. were faithfull Scewards, and” did af the 


Dodrine of the Goſpel :faichfully and fincerely.in- all places where they 
came, gven before the SEE CL AI were al written or. lected 


incor WOO 23'4, 
Az. | Qu. 8. 


1948 SEES 3.3 ,u0 


= verge. 230, 1 


Qu.'r.. 57 rakes Diclns Revelation bo "06/'vhe intin jet ”Y 


<: 2. Or | 
Qu. 8. When the began to write the Scriptures, did hey profeſs thas 
they writ in them all and every txath which haq been <elivyr Yo. them, 
a vhs ere Fri emergent yp AD « wh 

— Anſ. All and every rruth neceſſary for the Salvation of mankind, is 
faichfally. and fully' delivered in''the- Holy” Scriprares.” Ara that be- 
ing the eſi ig; of chem, we bave no reaſon to be anxious or  folicirqus 
about any: more. 

Qu. '9. Were all divinetruths neceſſary for the Salvation of mnatikind, mattkind, for 
the Governments FE the Church,. and the confounding of rows feral ed 
expreſly delivered in them ? 

-Anſe The Scriptures are abundantly ſufficient to inftrud' all men in 
thoſe things which may ſecure their Salvation, and preſerve them from 
erraur ; And whatfoeveris elfentially neceflary1 to. the Being:or good Go- 
vernment: of a; Church: may there be found ;. but wharſoever may be. 
accidencally neceſlary in reſpect of time and place, is left tothe pru- 
dence-of Governoiurs. -- - 

. Qu. 10. Has meat the. ſenſe and ”—_—_; of this writtes word dilivered 
at the ſame time to the Apoſtles Succeſſors £ | 

Anſ. 'The' Apoſtles did ex ——! mr Mind and Will: of God te. all to 
whom they 6-025 andthe written word: being defigned 'not onely 
for the learned bur unlearned, was {et down in ſuch a: 514] words 
as miglit compore with the capacities of all. --: . 

- Qu. 11. Here mo; thofe Succeſſars of the ofttes oblj aonks ain of cant 
»etion to deliver the ſenſe and meaning to their Suce os, and fanjorue 
ly to onr days, or at leaft no contrary ſenſe? 

Aſc TheSuccellars ofthe Apottlesinall Ages atgundoubradly obiigd 
to-delprer. the true ſenſe andmeanirig'of the Holy Scriptures to others ; 
andiie were. ta: be:. wiſhed rthat norie had failert;of: thts: duty therein. 

Qu. 12. H#herher all thatis mentianed in'S rriprare be not true, acyording: 
zo the ſenſe and meaning {0 delivered ? ; 

' Anſ. . All that is mentioned in. Scripture: ie undoubrodly true; accor- 
dil tothe true ſenſeand meaning thereof. 

-; Qu; 13; Whether ' an abftmate | Eontradittion.off any: one erurh thus deli- 
wered in Scriptur '(though-rhere appekr'no neceſſity. it ſhould have ' been menti-* 
oned in Scripture). be not injurious to that divoine Aut Aatborny and veracity. on 
which unrepented of ſhall bring damnation? - 

Avſ. An obſtinate contradition of any: one plain truth. delivered in 
holy MI is certain y a very great Injury © Eo and 


14. Then difficulties did ariſe about ihe fouſe of Sctijtures or mat- 
=! Foirb, whither the dicifion of "thoſe controverſies was carrigg, and 
het the preſent Charch of every 4"? Was not 10 decide it? | 


Arſe 


ro declard ihjttvry of Path, but ot error Artichcs of Zairk 
. Whether every particular ptr ſon was to have an Aiahoritative 
'F; + detifion, or or whether it 2945s not wniver ſally heft to rhe Head, 
| ri ll ere of the Edurch ASE together ? 
_ Evety parclr perſon hath undoubtedly a Judgment of dir: 
allowd him in matters of that nature, but the Authoritative 
_ rof deciding and'derermining was in the Heads and Governours 
of the Church Aſſembled together for that end. 
.ix6. Whether fach a force of Hopes or - Fears could poſſib iy bejyes at 
" once upon all the Heads of the univerſal Church Aſſembled together, or after 
a__ ing to thoſe that wer Aſſembled, as ſhould make hs declare that 
# truth revealed by Chriff, which was not ſo delivered to rhem ro have 
p heed 7 ever eſteemed ſenſe of Ny or perperunl iradition which was 
 =#t [of . 
uf 'Whilt-men- are men they will be” liable to hopes and fears, 
' and ſubject to the power and 'foree. of them;-if therefore we conſider 
the Headsand: Governours of- the Church as ſack we cannor alfow 
them an Exemption therefrom ;. and Ned. We ae y - there may. be-no. 
in-rhe hingh propounded grarit that in a General 
wiully afſembled, we haye g Sreatt 6 to ord et the BY 
nes,” direticand alkiſtanee of: ty Ghoſt, Biirke = this pe 
for a os OR tay fruſtrate-otr Hopes; 
void volt by Wh; ard: thetefore' it is more FT > hr otic of 
to be a truck 
was ory fo delivered unto them.” - y 
17. "Whirhes the Detifions of fc Afi ies FRY Fe it 


Were wi 09 ef ns hy int urch, ; 
Perſons" or el) ing fo ſuch 
art of the xt ed,” were 10t I 9-4, Feet bave _ 


redthoſs Abathewidts } indeed Lo chEow 
nf, Tf tho+ be truly; 
and think their 


much'reverenee their: Atrh A K 

garvry: But we db'riet think atfto be fiich that are” called 6 At 
rice; Th&CouticiFof Tre ts by fone fort of men looked upbh aa 

general Goundl, andall their Rehgionalmoſt buile upon'rhe Aurhoriry 

thereof; and yet the Churechrof and" never. 

of that Council, tior'-did the- Galicas' Chitirth for thany* orig 


®, 


pr jcer.oþ 
FE oe 
Qu. 18. 


dition 0 this, as the praffice was pets x wil 

An. ED =7 will amount to. an niverka rn? radition, "pn 
thate is hath bean 4% practice of che Church'ia all Ages, , perl in 
matters of great weight, we deny not ; nar ſhouldwe op the ſame 
courſe now, provided the Council were fres- and genera 7k 


[CAÞ-WO ne 13 
| | Bur the Enquirer, goes: on, rn anltiot P agma 
963 10 
Seme wilt perhaps ſay that fiek Ganneits cant Err in "nfl 
may in not fundamentals.. T ak theſe, - _ .. EE ade the-wh 
u. bat are fundamentals end what not *.." \ 
of Thoſethings which are elſentially ABR. Tho to _ mga 
gion may properly be called fundamental ; bur.thoſe things. which 
only reſpect order and decency therein, and vary according to time 
and place, and are alterable by. ths (GoHerBouey; of, 4H6: Chueeb, when 
they ſte cauſe theſeare nat. fundamental. : 1 failit bns 
Qu. Whether there be not {ome things fandamentols 6 is the Gloths ar 
are not to every particular ? 


* Anſ. There may be ſomethings fundamengal torhs Beings faGhurch, 


"which are not fo to every particular member of thatGhurg but whad 


ſoever things. are fundamental, to: therllsy Of ReligiaD, "366g :i 
to the whale Church! and every $9 5 2:gnmud. nf pra "it 


-Qu. YHhether an ' okſtinate, genya of xv 7 Low, veer t 


the univerſal, Church, or granting, as Imay. (ay upon what ds fundaimtiital 


by a particular perſone not in time, a fundamenta hk 4 cially after: an 
ionſal declaration of it as truth Bs ea oy; Few h 


/ples:2>:: v9 
4n{. 'This Query as'it is here worded. by Cine oak mind, 
but1 ſuppoſe his meaning is,, Frhathes” for' apy. ar. 
ſtinately- to deny what -is fundamencal. OT Ne ry, r9. (7 hs (Ode 
Church, and declared to be a truth. delivered by Chriſt ang his. Apoſ- 
tles. be not a fundamental Erraur? To:which I anſwee.' That EVXEry 

ticular Chriſtian ought wich: all deference:to. Habmir? his ;own-private 
bone 106 the  publick Judgment of. che,C and thou t:do 
not appear ſo plain to him, yer he ougherary Tn mere his ownthan 
that of the Church. Bur-if in ſome ings he cannot be farisfied; a 
therein ha Ippen to differ from the Church, provided he.do-not- - now 
by break a lf Evo and unity of the Church, it will, hardly amount.to 
alurcaren Errour. But what if it be declared. bye the Church to be 
a trut 


k 


Os. 
EEE ns as 2 RIS fie Be IO" 
"7 - 


"OTF 


2 rack delivere _ kis Apoſtles, will not that make iz fo 
- Toes Lan! ; Yeclaration' of rhe: Church,* how: univer&l - 
* ſwever it be, "can take: bio 'ts be a truth delivered by Chriſt and his 


pa - whi ich really is not.ſo. And therefore in that caſe we mult 
have recourſe ro their Writings, and if it be noreitherin expres words 
"Contained: therein, or by ſound- conſequence drawn therefrom , we” 
Ul wy Ny openly with It, noris it a fundamental Errour to ditfer 


"1; 
| ful allembl 

J Spare Will bes 2 very .prop! > Tk ge of what is mi encranles and what 

IE is rather be pra ont hoped fdr: © #7 : 

Qu. tWoerher an 0bſtiniate denia any one" truth telivered by Feſus Chrif 

or his Apoſtles (though the delivery”: Mi not abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation ) 

may not be called a fundamental. errour, ſecin g. it brings the reſt be deligered 
= queſtion, as alſo bis weracity? 

The denial of any one truth delivered b Jeſus Chriſt or his Apo- 

how. is a- very great fault, and if char denial Jo 0dbſtinarely ' continued 

n;afer plain conviction that x s ſich truth, Ae is a very 7 dargerons 


2 PO "hit Whather therefore the Irviat 'b "amy one wth delivered'ro us by an 
Þ. th whinrerroptd overmy gs as ning by C miſt and bis Apoſtles, would not be a 


Funda tal Errout 
| difference betwen A et g delivered as waghe, 
ainly rage We chriſt: Sr is oi for we meer with many 
brit as Ba tauight'by. and' tradition pretended 'for them, 
which really andi eroch werenever ranghtby them, or either of them; 
aed ro deny fach is fo far from being a fundamental Errour, that ic is 
'NO Erroyr at All” - There is alfo;a great difference, berween - traditi6ns. 
- Vby cradigon he mean the! holy Scriprares , we grant thar"to deny 
ny thi Harp inly and gearly tanghc therein, is a very great Er- 
onr :\ Bit fby tradition be mean ſuch as is meerly humane, and riot 
\chatl warranted. by the Word' of God, wethink we ought to. reject 
fuch; how uninterrupted ſoever they be; for if" an wk from Heaven 


bs any other Goſpel. rhaxe bath. been preached, let bin e iurſen, faith 


' Qu; Qu: Alitb>che other eds: WIA the eel wf co DUENICe: < _ 
piouſly beliged, but) ſufficiently known” not to have been" expreſly, or 
natural confequence 'delivered by Chrift 'and bis Apoſtles, and which ay 


that m. be falſe, not having Divine Revelation (which alone 3s #10 
. -- _ * - Jalbbis) 


= 
[' — 


KY 


ww 


*S 


| _— 
ull;ble) for its ground; whether, 1 ſay, the teacbing- ſuch # Dottyine Jo 
| wn one that was delivered by Chrift, vpn oa know it Was not) 
would not be a fundamental Errour & oo 
Anſ. Whoſoever teacheth ſuch Dottrines as are. mentioned in this 
Query, and in that manner, is highly guilty ; and when the Enquirer 
hall think fit to be more particular, and produce his inſtances, he may . 
expect a more particular anſwer, and perhaps be told at whoſe door 


this charge will lie : Jnthe mean rime ns pore pee SF; IM; mo 
n. Whether .Chrift. bawing taker care { 45.ſome grant ) that bes Church 
fled n0t err in - 4 ts hath not conſee8ntly 762 care this ſhe ſhould 
wat teach any one Dottrine as delivered .by Chrift,. and conſequently of Faith, 
which as wot taught by bim, agd enſequentty might be an Errour? - 
Anſ. Chriſt hath taken all care poſſible to. {Ecure his'Church from 
Errour, and hath given her his gracious promiſe to be with her to the 
end of the. World. But.the Church being compoſed of men, and ſuch 
as are fallible, the ſecurity is not promiſed to particulars. Particular. 
perſons, and particular Churches too, we know, not only may, but 
-have, groſly erred. The ſecurity therefore is only promiſed to the Uni- 
verſal Church; and wherr he tells us, what he:means by chat,. be may 


w 


expect a more dire anſwer to his Quety.. . FEES 1 3835 
Qu. 7hether thoſe Do&rines, or moſt of thems, controverted now by Pro- 
#eſtants, have not been taught. and. believed in the Church-as. Dofirines, delive- 
red by Chriſt, long before Luther, yea and delivered in the moſt General Coun- 
cits thoſe Ages would permit, and accepted of by the Church diffaſiuez none 
that we-know of diſſenting, * but thoſe condemned: in thoſe Councils for Here- 
ticks, and whoſe Hereſies expired almoſt, Wirh ehonſelwts 2 CRIT ATS 
Avſ. It is now plain that this Enquirer, bythe Chit >, and univerfal 
Church fo often mentioned by him,” doth all along Mean the Church of 
Rome, which we are ſo far from complying withhjm. in, that.though we 


.own that Church to be a Member, yet we cannot allow. it to.be a ſound 


Member of the Catholick Church. Andif by the Deciſions and Declara.. 
tions of the Church, he mean the determinations of that Church, they 


arenefurther obligatory than to her own Members, nor many of. them 


tothem neither, if ſtrictly enquired into. As for' Lather, we do.not 
receive our Religion'from him, but. from Jeſus Chriſt; and for any 


Doftrines now controverted, we are content to havethe ſame determined. 


by the Holy Scriptures, and the fourfifſt General Councils. 'As for the 


Councils eur [Enquirer hints at, wwe deny. that they;were truly General, 


or that all their decitions were ever accepted of by the Church diffufive. 
And he cannot but know that there were many more, not only Perſons, 
but whole Churches, which did diſſent from them. * 
Qu. Whether there was fromthe firſt 40 years, till the tirze of Luther, 
any 
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as rody-of Paſtarnand Teachers declaring a Jifſent in any. Age (rom 
ible Defines andopefing theſe Conley, and whether the Greek Choete 
' didnt, and do'to this very dayemſent with this Weſtern Church in moſt point 
#6 controverted by Proteſtants? : | | | = 
- Anſe This Query ts prepolteroufly put, for how ſhould -any body of 
Paſtors and. Teachers in-the farſt 400 years oppoſe themſelves to thoſe 
Councils which: were-nat themin being, norheard' of till many hundred 
years afterwards? But: that the Fathers in thoſe firit Agesdid teach the 
fame. Dodrines: we*.now do, we appeal to tlie Records of thoſe tirnes: 
Ard that thoſe after-Councils by him mentioned, were diſſenters from 
thoſe of the firſt Ages, weare contented to be tried by comparing the 
ACtsof both/together. - And that: the Greek Church- did, or now doth, 
agree with the Church of Rowe 'in all or. moſt of thoſe points now in 
difference berween her and us, we uttefly deny, and challenge him to 
the proof of it. W | | 
Qu. Whether Luther (che firſt Author of Proteftancy) did not ſeparate * 
himſelf from the whole wiſible Church at that time ſpread over the Weſt, 
comtradifting all the Prelates and Paſtors then living in the univerſal praftice 
of that Church, and the General, Councils received as ſuch by the foregoing - 
Apes? Fl 24 
Sal As for the names of Proteſtant and Papi, I look upon them as 
names of diſtinction, not of Religion. The Religion we both own is 
Chriſtian : This we donot receive frem Luther, nor they fram Jonatins 
Loyala, St. Francis, . or any ſuch, but both of us from Jeſus Chriſt ; The 
only queſtion is, Whether they . or we hold that Religion- in_ greaceſt 
purity ? *Tis true that Luther in bis tume did more narrowly look into 
the corruptions ofthe Church of Rowe, declared againſt them, and on, 
that account ſeparated from her Communion, and 'for aty thing yer 
appears may be very wel) juſtified in ſo doing. For, if any Church 
ſhall. make terms :of her Communion ſo ſinful and dangerous that no 
man with ſafety to bis $0u] can continue” in it, it will be high time to. . 
come out of it. - | | Ws 
Qu. Whether he or Proteſtants at preſent do pretend to ſuch Demonſtration 
for thoſe Tenets they. hold contrary to the. Roman” Church, ( the then -onel 
.vifible Church in the- Weſt) that no underſtanding, to which it is ſuffcemly 
| Propoſed, can in theleaſt doubt of it? OR DL 
 Anſ. We have ſuck evidence for the Doctrines which we-hold and 


+ 


teachin oppoſition to the Church of Rome, as, being ſufficiently propoſed, 
no man can reaſonably doubt of. And as for thoſe who will ſcruple 
without reaſon, notwithſtanding the Tleareſt evidence that the nature of 
the thing will bear, we can only pity and pray for them.” 6 
Qu. Or whether they do not' rather ſay, 0 being fallible, they may err, 

2 - even 


| (3) 
even in whit they think s Demonſtration ;' aud if «bey may err, perhaps they. 
have erred even in their Reformation? oo ood barn 
.Anſ. Wedo not pretend to infallibility, -norxdo we think:thatthe claim 

which theBiſhop ofRowe makes toitis any morethanagroundleſs prerence. 
only. But'#'poſſe ad eſſe non valet conſequentia, from a bare 'polſlibility of 
erring, to argue a certainty that we tiave erred 'in every thing we have 
done, is an argument fitter to be offered to-Children'than'Men.; - ;:- 
* Qu: Whether therefore denying theſe Dottvines thus:delivered by the Church 
in all Ages, as Doftrines delruired by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, upon no better. 
grounds than theſe, perhaps they may d2true, and perhaps nor, -be not 4 
putting ones ſelf into the danger of erring even in funilamentals? 

 Anſ. Wedeny no Doftrines delivered by the Churchin: all-Ages, as 
Do&trines delivered by Chrift and: his Apoitles ; nor-da we 'own any 
Do@trine upon ſuch weak grounds,as perhaps they may be wue,and perhaps 
ot. But we ſay, that the preſent Church of Rowe doth teach tuch Do- 
ctrinesas the [DoCtrines of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which: were never 
raught by the Church inallAges, nor delivered by Chriſt and-hisApoſtles; 
And in theſe things we oppoſe our ſelvesagain{t them, and'thmk we have 
great reaſon ſo to do, having the holy Scriptures and the Primitive 
Church on our ſide. And whilſt weare thus ſupported, we have no fear 
of erring in fundamentals. | | | | 


. Queries of Religion or Liberty. 


Ho this Enquirer is,as Iam'at preſent ignorant, ſo am I not much 
concern'd toknow ; but I take him to be one who hath concei- 

. ved a mighty opinion of himſelf and his performances. He thinks that by 
theſe Queries he hath ſtruck at the root of Proreftancy, (as he andthofe of 
his Perſwaſion call it) ze. Reformed Chtitianity, that he hath given it a 

fatal blow, a mortal wound, and left it groveling 'in -the Uuit withour + 

the leaſt hopes of recovery. Like that overgrown, -unciccumciſed Phi- 
liftine, he defieth the Armies of the Living God, and calls for a Man to 
fight with him ; For, in the cloſe of his 2eries he maketh this proud and 
confident challenge. J ; 6 7 
* Ff any give anſwer, ( As if he ſhould bave ſaid, if any be fo bold and 
daring, ſoover confident and fool-hardy, as to undertake an An- 
ſwer to thefe Queries) It as deſired to be Categorical arid ſhort, with- ; 
out any diſcourſes of things not demanded. » © wa." | 
Now whether this man-do-not triumph before the Victory, or whe- 
ther thofe Queries be ſo unanſiwerable as he believes them to be, is the 
thing under Confideration. And'becauſe he hath not: only given the 
Challenge; but appointed the Weapon, I ſhall neither decline the one, 
| nor 


UN 
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net: the 'other} Sus: accarding;;to.his own method, ſhall undertake his 
Queries in the ſame-order as he hath propounded them. j 
-- Que x: }Phether the Flock-and Church of Chriſt; (tow bom was promiſed 
grace'and eternal happineſs.) be that company and. fociety of People chriſtened. 
nr bis Name; whoby order of Government, Rules, and. Decrees, from bim and 
his Apoſtles, were united: in Faith, Worſhip, Dijcipling, and manner of Life,. 
called Religion? +) © 
 Anſc- the Clurch.of Chriſt i is either Militant or Tr iumphane, the 
one on-Earth, the other in Heaven; of the former : of which we-are. 
 now/to ſpeak. The Church Militant is either Univerſal, or Particular ; 
the-former comprehending all and every Member of Chrilt's NMiyRtical 
Body, - whezeſoever diſperſed-upon the face of the whole. Earth ; rhe 
- latter-comprizing only a certain Number of Ebriſtians. formed i into. a 
ſele& Body.or. Society, under certain Laws and Rules not differing 
from tho of the Univerſal Church. Such are all- Provincialand Na- 
tional. Chirches ; and though none of them may: arrogate to them- 
ſelves the- Title of rhe One , Holy ,: Cathdlick , and 4 poſtclick Churcb., 
yet.none Will deny but-that.they are true Mankamnns: ThisI have 
premiſed-to prevent confuſion and miſunderſtanding :; forthe confound- 
ing of theſe twoas it often happers in diſcourſes; of this kind;hath been 
the occafion - of great miſtakes, Thoſe.of the Romiſh Perſwaſion, by 
the One, Holy, Catholick, and Apoſtolick Church, do uſually underſtand 
the Church of - Rowe, which though it be a 'maniſeſt Contradiction, 
beipg the ſame with a Particujar Univerſal, yerdo they run away with 
it;- and- by:-that- ſpecious and gorgeous Title think to bear down all 
' before them, aleud proclaiming that to be the Mother and Miſtreſs 
of all other Churches. This thus premiſed, .I ſhall now be as Catego- 
ical and ſhort in. my Anſiver to his Query, as he can. deſire : Vis. 
That the Floek and Church of Chriſt is a Company or Society of Peo- 
ple Chriſtned in-bis Name, \who by Order of Government, rules, and 
decrees from-him and his Apotles,. are united in Faith, Werllp, Di£ 
cipline, and Manner of Life, called Religion. 
Qu. 2. Whether by $, pavew or Excommunication from tha Sociey and 
__ are loſt thoſe promajes ? 
'. Anſ. Separation and Excommunication are two things, for, chough 
every one. that is excommunicated- be thereby ſeparated from that bo» 
dy, of which before he was a member; yet a man may be; in a ſtate | 
of Separation, without being under the doom of Excommunicatiog. 
- For Separation-may be a voluntary Act, whereas Excommunication is 
a formal and. Judicial Sentence, delivered by .a lawful Judge, authoxt- 
zed and appointed. by the Church to pronounce the ſame ; by virtze 
whereof the Rntenced perſon is divided from. the Body, ſepatated | from 
the - 


the Society,:and ſhut ont of the Communion of God's Church: : The 
caſe thus ſtated, my anfwereo'this Query wilt be:as'followerh, avz.-/.- 
I. Whoſoever, 'upon-any-pretence 'whatſoever, doch-Rparare him- 


ſelf from the Society” and Unity of the 'Oe, Holy; Catbolick;" and Apof= 


ftolical Church, doth in fo doing caſt himſelf our of the . paternal care 
and proteCtion of God. For, it is a-Ccertain and-undoubted, truth, He 
that hath not the Church for his Mother cannot have God for his Father. 
And conſequently can have no precence to'the promiles of grace here, 
or eternal happineſs hereafter. '' 7 foi ba. HL TID ai) 
2. Whofoever without juſt cauſe, 'doth ſeparate himſelf from the 
Society and Unity of that particular -Church of which he is a:member, 
is, guilty ofa ſinful and' dangerous :Schiſm ; and whilſt he continues 
therein can have no roaſdn toiexpett the bleſſing of thoſe promiſes. ++ 
3. That there may be fometirnes a juit cauſe of Separation; as when 
a Church makes the conditioris of her Communion ſuch, as a man-can- 
not communicate ith her, without 'fin and danger. Burt in this caſe 
particular members ought to be mighty wary and cautious; for, it is 
not every ditlarisfaftion of their own, or __ CO— of that 
Church, that will-be a ſufficient cauſe of Separation, unleſs the terms 
of her Communion be manifeſtly and apparently finfal:- #4 | 
4. That the great end and deſign of Excommunication is the-repen- 
trance and amendment of the-perſon excommunicated. Ir doth not 
therefore make void the promiſes of God, nor utterly deprive the fen- 
renced perſon of the benefits thereof, but onely by a temporary cor- 
retion ſhews him his folly and danger, and calls upon him by-a time- 


ly repentance and amendment to :recover himſelf out of the one, and. 


prevent the other. But it. muſt 'be acknowledged, that if a mar obſti- 
nately continue in that condition, 'and live and die under thatſentence, 
his condition will be very dangerous. LS E356 4 
Theſe may ſerve as general -Anfwers- to this Query, but if by the 
Separation” or . Exeommunication here- mentioned, be nieant, ( as no 
queſtion it 1s Y a-Separation of Excommunication from the Society and 
Unity ofthe Church of Reye-; Then we have'this further toſay. | 
I. That the preſent Church of Rowe hath ſeparated her ſelf from the 
One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtolick Church,by ſetting up ſuch Doftrines 
and prathces as were never tanght; practiſed, nor allowed ei- 
ther-by: Chriſt or his Apoſtles; or 'their Succeſſors in' the Primitive 
__ Ehirch.-- | SONS, = Gat) 1 | ' 
-2. Thatthe preſent Church-of Rome hath'made the conditions'of her 
"Communion, ſich as none without fin and danger can Commnaicate 
with her, and by that means hath jnſtified a Separation from her. 
- +3. "Thar: the Church'of Rome hath not, nor ever had: any. lawful 
Power 
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Power or Authoriry:overithe Church. of -Eugland:;. nor are we Subjet 
ro\th&-Jarisdition uf rhar:See, whether we: conſider it-as-Epilcopal,. or 
as Metropolitan, gr as Parriarchal ; and therefore we.cannot be. juſtly 
charged with® Sdparatiorsicherefrom: It s- true: indeedithatsfor. ſome 
time ſhe had Tyrenmieally-uſurped an unjuſt power over us, and kept 
ug in Bondage an Slavery to her; but;' God: be thanked, (we; at laſt 
found ow bpportifity-x6- ſhake off thoſe Chains, and -deliver our ſelves 
from the ſervitude underiwhichwebad fo long groaned., And this we 


Have'done, "arid 'are fill ready''to juſtifie xo the whole world; to/be no 


4 That an Ex&6numunication thundered/ont by the-Church. of \Rexee 
againſt us'of te Church of E7g/and, isibut. only Brutum fulmen,. an 
infignicant*Scafe-Cfow,- which'upon mature conſfideration,; we-have no - 
canſe to be afraid of; for' ſhe having-.no:power over: us, we are not 
acconhtable to! her, 'nor-ſtbjetx0 any .ſanctence:pronounced by her-; 
And therefore notwithftanding-rthac/pretended- Separation-or. Excom- 
munication from the Society and Unity of that -Chureb,-which they 
make ſo meh noiſe with, 'we-are ir.novapprehenſion. of loling the 
benefits of choſe promiſes, which God:hath made to-this One, Holy, 
Cathdlitand&Apoſtolick Clurch; of Grace here and Ecernal-Happineſs 
hereafter. VR nary tC indy wg | 

Qu! 3. Dith Chriftian Rehipics corfift: in matters: of Morality or Ceremony, - 
of indifferenty to be accepred,” or vejetted, and alteved at the Choice Fudgment 
and well liking 0 "privaye Perſons, 'Coryorarions, or \Stares 2/11 | 
1: 49f' Religion in'Seriera? may beicentidered either nies Efſentials, or - 
5s itis cloathetfwith|Circtwaſtanitials;+ Thelformer of which are unalter- 
«able, brit theTatcer "mag? be ſubjet cro'change! The Qhriſtian' Religion 
4h particular falls' under the ſame conſideration; rhe: Being whereof 
conſiſts indeed” 'in- matters of 'Mofality,-:which being inſtituted jand . 
ordained by Chriſt-are ot aherable by Men. Bur the order and- de- 
cency, which are things neceflary uo the well being of that Religion, 
conſiſts in Ceremonies and -rhings1tidifferent;: which are in their own 
natuxe alterable, and'being the inftitutions of: Men, may. be altered by 
Men; bur not by any . private Perſons : For whatſoever hath - been 
eftabhſhed by the whole - Body, -cannot be altered by any. particular 
member, ,or any number of: Men;” who are members.of that:Body, nor 
by any Authority leſs than thar,>by which at'firit it-waveſtabliſhed: - 


= 
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*Ahdhere the Church of Rome may-do well ro conſider: by : what. -pow- 


er. and*authority the hath made ſobold with the very Efientials of the 
Chriſtian Religion, altering ſome and adding others, imaking new Ar- - 
ticles. of Faith, which were never taught: by-Chriſt nor kis A 

and impofing them as neceflary to.be believed by altthoſeof-her Come - 
Tmunion. . Qu. 4:- 


""T*2)-. 
Qu. 4-Or- Bob con God the Lis g/ENG ls \Fg thang; 
flians, Veg rg tag AI 11ithatby hit wityipr thereaf.ove 
"Eternal Happinefs 7: Mos EE Is: > ITE nts i Lonk 55 F oP I; Ao 
Anf: This Query:i is' Very little ditferentsfrom. e:for mer; ARG; at 
'L think, received a tufficient anſwer: in. the, ſalurien afhac- . cb 
. "rnacrers of - Morality. there,) wherein ſay Ons ;Bemg;; of: 
* Religion doth:confilt 5; 1meanMoral- And: IGRogeable 
'are to be' received-and* believed. by: all:Qhrifiang,” and;Moral att 
' whictyareto be done by thenr:i:@nd : for: our: eliang performance.af 
theſe things, we have ſuch laws and rules delivered by.Chrilt, and his 
Apoſtles, as are*binding-unto all;'the:contempr. MWherof, may very 
+ much endanger, and without a ſerious and ſraſonghle. Tepentance ; and 
amendment 'will certainly-forſerr £ternal-bappineſs-5+ And cherefe 
will -highly concerwthe::Chureh-af.: Rb; te;con!! br herier te be be 
; not guilty * of ſack-contempt, wherher* jnj,fome, of her k Orders 
-and Decrees ſhe have whe apparently contradifted fame of theſe i impor- 
'tant Laws and Rules 2? i Tx; _ 20g /- + 
Qu. 5. Whether: hee Jang 6s tang 7» Chriſt and big 
bind as well the Chriſtians of ſucceeding | Ages (who, could. not be - Atl 
' ſee and hear- wh tur they: hound: Ivar who: opere;'pre ef ents beard rhemegnghs, 
bo /s ſaw their Original wehjrer a L 
' Anſe "That theſe Laws and: Rules-are as: bindingeo me nofl, Us they 
were to.any. of the Diſciples .in our: Saviaur's or. his Apoſ es" time; [ 
- willingly grant. |» And-if this conceflion.will do-this. r over any Ry 
vice, 'much good may: do him with -it. : -For\-if the; ſe 


-pinal Writ ing+of Chrilt and/his Apdftles,: gbejng pre ſent 
Getiver-choſe Laws and Rules, were neceliary; eomak kerhem oblig: 


then oughr we to have Chriſt and-his Apoſtles come down fromE eaven, & 


'and write, and' preach the ſame things over again, .nor only. inevery 
Age,but in every year & every day of that year,and in all places of the 
-Worlkd too: © But let us proceed, -and-ſee what mighty. uſe:t jg Enquirer 
will make of this wire-drawing this Que LE 

: Qut. 6. Whither after the death of Chr if and bis Apoſttes,, md icy es, 
'by bis 'inftitution other perſons ſucceſſroely in | al Ages were, in order ho 
and” Authorized as Paſtours and Churoh Magiſtrates, f0 preſerve, teach, nd 
Ponivlgte thoſe bindimg Rules to all. Nations ? 

Anſ. Thar the bletied Jeſus; our' of his abundant care and voointh, 
for the carrying'on of that great work whictrhe bad begun, .for 
Profnoting "of that holy Religion whichbe had inſtitured, ard the well 
ordeting of that Church which'he had founded, did a appoint certain 
 ordersof Men,” andendow them with gifts which might -qualifie them 

wh choir ſeveral efh ployments, we do verily believe. For St. Pau! tells 


vs, 
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is, Gpd: bach fer '{Gm& "oy ihe A Tae  "econdarily <p 
phe, ,- thirdly i Teachers; affer-rhar Mitacks,” eo Fy of healing, 

ps, governmeints;: diverſities of-rongucs, I Cor. 12:28; And in ato- 
thee place he ſaith,” He gave: ſome Apofttes,* and fome Prophets, and 
ſome Eyanyeliſts, and ſome Paſtours. and . Teathers, E#b.-4 'tr. But 
thar he ever inſtituted any Officer in\the Church, by the name of a 
Church-Magifttars; I. never read. ': Yer' by his Church-Magiſtrate, 
hercanhs more that'St'Part-doth, by Governments, we ſhall nor 
quarrel with hin-about the word. And that it was'the work of thoſe 
Officers to preſerve/thoſe- Laws and Rules which he left, and to teach 
and promulyate-thern ts all Nations, we reatlly grant. "Bur then what 
ſhalt we think of thate-who cither-add thereto, or diminiſh therefrom; 
yho'cithey alter e2oſe Binding Laws and Rules, or make new ones of 
cheir-awry; and irnpbR thay yon nd—- as i fthey were of equal Force 
andAu tF- with thoſ&delivered-by ie oe his Apoſtle? I FE cou'd 
eaſily givo inſtances, to ſhow: 'thar as Chrck of Rome is guilty both 
ways; bur T am not willing t6'tranſgre' the merhod which the En- 
quirer hard x dT "By: entring upon diſcourſes: of things not de- 


Were t Cligyives whom rvvive iavel they were 
ſw, abd we the C in thoſe Me men rig + OO Yr 
: &uſ. We do verily believe, being wal affred by- the Holy Scrip- 
tures, by the Doritie and praftio. of the nora and-primitive Chri- 
Hians, and by che uſage cufionie of theChurctizbf Ged in all Ages, 
that it enely appertains to Clergymen, by | the ons Impoſition-sf 
haridy to'ſer apart others bers to choſo Snerad and-that chey have 
falficient Power atid Authority: to authorize: were ro perform. thoſe 
Holy Offices. I never heard this denied by any of the Reformed Re- 
bien, ne this Enquirer might, if he had 6 pieatde, have. 
ire uk Chlfidns is Face _ Oy? YO OR har 
thoſe 'JutFeditny 'Paſtdiis or Supreme MepiBoanes tewgly [thert; 'as 
Linus of Chrift and: for rages and ther the Writings by then col- 


lefhed,. preſerved; and deliorred in # diffedent' Language from. the Original, 
were Homes Copies of Oviginal bo pra $,: Lend Ihat the: ſentence, 
intirpberation and uſe thevedf Beliwoted bj upreins Countils for 


and} peatd, dill v6 prevent er ene, is #hieb'al-Chri- 
Jivans Wha Bott ro ffolldi #5311 1: | 21 1 

© "Aſi. Phis/Query is Sougtof! thres: parts, to alifiver all which di 

rey; T' hat be: obliged/ro eake/ | 'in- ; and conſider the | 

' Andirhough-rhe Anfiwers thercunto-would very wi wy 

mie, wh Wo. aloft TEGuRriy xohwine 6 long dictourſ; naar 
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ber the Enquirer beth .cankned mg to a Method,. which I;have promi- ; 
ied to obſerve;and.therefore.inmy anſwers thereunto, F ſhall be as ſhors 
as poſlible, without entring upon diſcourſes of things hot demanded. . © 
Qu. 1. Hereall Chriſtians 'm ſucceeding Ages bound to believe what 
thoſe ſucceeding Paſtors ar Supreme Church-Magiſt rates taug bt them,as bin: 
; ding Laws of Chrift ard. his Apoſties.. iba” © 20 WIS: 7: TW bp - 7 Sr TREES, 
6 <awſ. Wharerer Jack heoryrapghr as abinding Law of Chriſt and his: 
Apoſtles,. by all-the Paſtors and Goyernours-of the Chuschin all Apes, 
at all times, and in all places, wehave no reaſon to ſuſpett:For Chriſt 
hath promiſed to be: with his Church tocherend:of-the World, Matr. 
28. 20, 'And to build itupon a Rock, fs that the Gates:of Hell ſhall 


not. prevail againſt-it, Matr..26.1.18., And. by: his-ſpirir of truth; to-guide - I 
ic into-all rruch, Fob. 16, 13. Lbe- univerſal Clurdy=cherefore, being — | 


thus ſecured from errour, -we. have. xrehenſions of. being:decer 
ved thereby. ' But though; we:owe: lg leference to: the Ons: Hbly, 
Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, and. the united Body: of the-Paſtors 
and Governours.thereof, yet ng. partigylar,Church; nor 'any! particu- 
lar Paſtor or Govesnour, theres Por-A0y Number of; chem, Jeſs than 
the whole, have any reaſon to Claim the fame ; for whilſt Meticare 
Men, they are andwill be faible,.-and, being ſo,;they- may: and often-- 
times do err, and though-the whoies Body,;cannot-yet any particular - 
Member may be deceived ; and therefore- we ought not greedily to- 
fallow all that is taughc + by them, -but. $0 exainine well what they 
reach, before we-give: ounalknt. thereunto, ;otherwiſe we! may eaſily 


be.impoſed:ppems: 3} 5s nut fd T2 17 Js, 800: 4.21.4 
Qu. 2. Here all Gbriftians im ſucceeding Ages bound yo: believeg that the 
writings collected. by thoſe ' ſucceeding Paſtors.or Supreme Church-Ma 
giſtrates, and by them preſerved, and delrvered- ina different; Languagi 
from the Original, were-the true Copies of Ofiginal Apoſt olitk 'Wrytings 
- Anſ. That the Holy Scriptures were faithfully collected and jour 
ved- by: the Charch; and charithe Copies.handed down'to ug. though 


in a Language different from the Original, are \trueCopies,. we;do.not 
at all doubt. For, we: cannot imagine- that the univerfal Church 
ould: conſpire. together to-.impoſe a falſhood. upon'poſterity. *.. But . 
that. theſe Scriptures arethe:Word:of God-we. believe not onely:upon 
the Anthoricy of..che,,Chugchz but for ſeveral other. reaſons,.as this 
Gent. .cannot-hut. know; if he-have: bean;converiant 10 'our Writings: ; 
which.reaſons might here fitly be produced, af T were not confined by 
the Enquirer to a ſhors-Methodand had- promiſed: to-obſerve thefame. 
I ſhall therefore onely add that ifþy: being: bound to believe)he means, 
that ic is a binding Law of Chriſt and his Apofties; ;that for.chis rea- 
for. we, ſhould belieye:thoſs.. Copigs';to: be; true; we deny itt becauſe - 
3 Po | us 


that he was the Meat; whither doh- he, ſend 
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we cattt; find any ſich; Law; delivered by:them. . But if (by being 
baund.to believe): heanely, mean, that conſidering by .whom they. are 


handed 0.us, we have: pdreafog;to doubt.pf chem.; we readily com- 
ply with him. ; 111 *£ "hea Je | 


TED $539 5ns © bag 10; D120 20 94 :; Fs 
Qu. 3.. Hre all Chriſtians im. ſucceeding Ages hrund ta believe, rhat the 
ſentence, mterpretatians and uſe of thoſe Writings welivered by thoſe Paſtors 
or Suprewe Church Magiſtrates in Supreme Councils for Unity and Peace, 
ad to: prevent Sehiſms and. Errour-s, were Rules which all Chriſtians were 
foand;rofphow fer rien bog ogy 2 ook ti : 

.  Avſc What this Enquirer -meaneth by; Supreme Church-Magiſtrates 
and Sypreme:Qouncils,' is ſomewhat: hard.to beunderſtocd ; for rocon- 
ſKitute.two;Syipremes in; one and the ſame body will makeit look alictle 


'* monſtrous. .. If by the Council, being Rr me, he mean that is above 


the Supreme Church-Magiſtrate- (. e. the .Pope, for I do:not daubr 
but thav he intends him all along by. rags Exprellong I am afraid his 
by his- Supreme Church:-Magiftrate,; he mean that the Pope. is above 
tha Coundll, then what ſignifieth the. ſentence or interpretation of a 
Council, jf not confirmed: by him? So that till this caſe. be rightly ſta- 
ted, and-agreed: upon amongſt them, both they..and.we. ſhall be at a 
Joſs, whoſegdeclaration is ta be-the-Rule, . which we are bound to-fol- 
low. -. We'do bightly. reyerence-che.. Authority: of.Counci!s, truly gene-- 
ral, and forany thing.in difference berweenusand the Churchof Rome, 
we dare.appeal and. ſtand to. the [determination of the four firſt 'ge- 
neral Councils. But to be Hood-winkt, and bound up+by. an implicit 
Faith, -ta. receive: and; embrace: every thing, that is offered to.us, by | 
choſe who-call-themſelvesPaſors,, or Supreme Church-Magiſtrates; or - 
by-every Canyentien-which. calls ir.ſelf,a Supreme Caund: 1s. more 
than we'can copſent;to, and moreindecd than either Chriſt or his A- 
-poſtles required-of their hearers..: When, neither. the Doctrine 'prea- 
ched-by:Chrift;. nor:zhe Miracles. done ,by. him. for che confirmatica 
of that \DoQtrine,” cold! gopyince the Nizhborn;and untelieving Fews, 
Job And. St, #, hea 4 aw el yet 
ſearthcheScriprures, : Fob.:\$-:39:” And: St, Pax! highly commends the 
Biream; Taying, They were more- noble chan es tf 7heſſalontca, in 
that they recaved the-word with-all geadineſs of mind, and ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things were fo, 4, 19. 10, 11. Our 
Saviour. and his Apoſtle St, Pol, did not-troub'e thcir heerers wich 
paattng Juaſons Whether thoſe Wrizings. were the Word of God ? 
How'rhey- were aſſured that;they were fo? What: was the ſenſe and 
meaning. of them. ?' How: they. came. to know it, &c., Nor. dig they - 
ſend them to the Sanhedrim, or any..other, Council to ter inſtructed - 
| | C3: therein 1 
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therein; but they ſend chem directly and immediately to the Scriptures 
themſelves. It was taken for granted/then, and ought-rto be 16- now, 
that the Wrirings tranſmitted to them and us, did really/ard'indeed 
contain the Word of God, and both our. Saviour and St.. Faub well 
knew, that God had delivered his: mind in words © intelligible, 'thar 
there was no fear of ſending any one thereunto. And indeed-it were 
an unreaſonable thing that every private Chriſtian ſhould be obliged 
ro conſult what ſenſe and meaning is put upon-the Holy Scriptures by 
a urs Council, before he receive -and embrace the.. Nor will it 
fuffice to fay, 'thar they may learn it from their Paſtors and Teachers, 
for how ſhall wy know that theia Paſtors-and. Teachers underſtand ir 
any betrer thay they do, or if they do, thar they give them the rrue 
and genumt ſenſe and interpretation, for they may with as much rea- 
1on fuſpeCt them, as they can -thoſe-Copies of the Sacred Writings 
"Which they have, though -in a Language different from the Original. 
«So that at this rare, Chriftians will'be involved in ſuch Incricacies and 
Meanders,: that they will never know what they ſhould believe, and 
what not. And therefore, though we have a great verſeration for 
whart is delivered by Counctss truly General, yet can we not conſent 
'thar that is the onely rule which all Chriſtians ought to follow.  ' 
Qu .9. If ner then, What ther order -was there. left by Chriſt and his A- 
peuies, Fo, the Chriſtians of ſucceeding Ages, 'to be truly and undoubtedly ine | 
' formed what Cbriff and hu Apoſtles taught, or wrought ſo any es be- 
fore, as binding Laws to them that ſhould come-after, who never them 
[peak, nor ſaw any of their Original Writings? © © 
 Anſ. Even the ſame which our blefſed Saviour recommended to the 
' Fews, and St. Paul fo highly commended inthe Bereens, 5.'e to:ſcarch 
the Scriptures, which whoſoever doth, and that: wixh- an humble'and 
teachable remper of mind, may therein eafily diſcover ſuch-evident 
footſteps of Divinity, as will p ly yer their Original, and-fuffici- 
ently inform us whence they are, and by what manner. of-Perſons- 
they were written. 'Therein may we find all-things :neceflary to our 
Salvation writ in Characters ſo legible that he-that runs. may'reade: 
them, ſo plain and cafie, that the meaneſt ho 19" ng. yoga 
them. So that to fortifie our perſwaſion that theſe-are: the Laws and 
Rules delivered by Chrift and his ſtles, if we had no other way 
left- us, this alone. mighe ſuffice. - But if any private Chriſtian meer 
with-any. thing therein, which requires ſome help for farisfaction, he 
kith Paſtors and Tefchers at hand to apply: himſelf unto; who are an. 
Order of men inſtiruted by Chrift for that very end and: purpoſe ; 
and in whom, if he hach not ſome. apparent. reaſon te the contrary, | 
he ought to repoſe great confidence. 
| Qu..10.. 


Qu. 10. Whether to the Teſtimonies and. Decrees Z rhoſe ſucceeBing Pa 
ftors and Supreme Church-Magiftrates, and to their ſemtence given upon the 
Controverſies of Religion, riſen im dryers Ages, is que, at leaſt, as much* 
Eredit and Nbedtente ( although Op ome of. them might be vicious i 
Life) as in temporal matters is due” to the I gws, Interpretations anil Sen- 
ferrces # Supreme Croil Magiſtrates? © Si 
nf, That as much Credit and Obedience is dueto the Teſtimonies 
and Decrees of the __ and Governours of the Church in matters 
of Religion, as to the Laws, Interprecations and Sentences of Civil 
Magiſtrates in temporal matrers, I readily | br Bur then we may do 

ef to conſider how far that-Credit and Obedience ought roexrend 
both in the one and other Caſe. . ,For, as-in temporal marrters, if the' 
Commands of the Civil Magiſtrate do-concern matrers of Faith, 7. e. 
things which I am required to believe; in that Cafe his Laws oughc 
tobe ſo Clear and evident, as may convince my reafon and judgmentr, . 
otherwiſe T am not bound, by a blind reſignation to ſurrender up my 
faith and belief ; for it is not in the-power of man to make me think 
otherwiſe thanT'do, ' without! fach convincing reafons as may farisfie: 
me that T think amifs. Bur if T cannot believe as he wopld have me to 
believe, yet ought I not by publickly appoſing his Sentimenes, toraiſe- 
a Faction, and thereby diſturb the Peace of that State in which I live. 
Or if the*Commands of the Civil Magiſtrate concern matters of Fatt, . 
wherein my obedience. is required; in rhar caſe if I can with a fafe- 
. conſcienceand'withoutdiſobeying God da it, I oughtattively to'obe 
the Civil Magiſtrate,bur ifI cannot do it without diſpleaſing God, and- 
wounding my own Conſcience, in that cafe I ought not to reſiſt, but 
paſſively toobey ; For, -here the Apoſtles Rule will | hold good. Whe- 
ther it be better to obey God or Man, judge ye ? So in matters of: 
Religion. If che Teſtimonies and-Decrees of the Paſtours and Gover- 
nours. of the Church do concern matters of Faith, I do acknow- 
ledge that there is a great deference due to their ſentence and opini- ' 
on, and- unleſs there be. very -clear evidence t6 the contrary, I 
ought rather to ſufpet 'my own- than theirs; yer whatſeever Teſti- 
monies and Decrees are propounded by the Church, they are pro- 
pounded to rational. men ; and ic muſt nruruy be ſuppoſed, thar 
men ought to exerciſe | that reaſon which © God hath endowed. 
them withall, in judging of the evidence upon which thoſe Teſti- 
monies and Decrees are. built, which evidences, if they do not prove: 
convincing and fatisfaftory, they cannot command. their own - 
belief; much leſs can any Power or Authority do' it. For, to act. 
by. an. implicit faith in” that. caſe were. to act more like Brures than 
Men.. And therefore though we-willingly own.-that there -isas _ | 
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credit due to them, as to Civil Magiſtrates- in. the like caſe, yet can 
we net rant any more. Or. if their Teſtimonies and, Decrees con- 
cern matters of Fact, wherein our Qbegience. is required,c#. e. mat-' 
ters of Diſcipline, which' reſpe&t the order and decency. of Religion., 
we grant that obedience is due.to them, and as much obedience as is 
due to Civil Magiſtrates in the like caſe ; yer ſtill a Judgment of diſcre- 
tion 1s to be allowed to the Subjet; how far he can with a ſafe Con- 
ſcience attively obey, .and when and where he. is-to exerciſe his paſ- 
five obedience. - But this caution qught. to be obſerved by every pri- 
vate Chriſtian , that by . an imprudent management. of his ditferenr 
Sentiments he do nor diſturb. the: Peace, :nor abreak the-Order and 
Unity-of the Church. | TRE WH yo i: 
Qu. 14. Or bath Chriſt left ſuch liberty to. all ſuccceding Chriſtians , 
that they need not. believe, credit, or obey any the Teſt monies, Laws, Intes+. 
pretations, or Sentences given hy any ſupreme Legal Governours, Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaſeical, in their reſpective Councils, further than every, particular perſon im. 


his private Tadgment ſhall like, chuſe, and accept of ? .. . + 
Anſ. This Query I take to be fully anſwertd in the Anſwer to that 
immediately preceding, wherein the caſe is plainly ſtated. How far 
-the Credit and Obedience of Inferiours is due to the Sentences and 
Determinations -of their Superiours, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical. 


And therefore without ſaying the ſame things over again, . or enlarging 


- 


thereupon, I ſhall refer you thereunto. | 

Qu. 12. Whether a few particular perſons, or ſame. few of the Ma- 
Liftrates Civil or Eccleſiaſticg, for diſcontent or differing in Fudgment, 
from the united body of the reſt, may under pretence..of Conſcience. or :Refor- 
maticn ſeparate themſelves from the United body and; ſociety, and make 
new tranſlations and interpretations of written Laws different from the fa -. 
mer, and by force and perſwaſion draw People from their old. Society, Une 
ty and Obedience, to new Congregations, . Inſtitutions and Rules of their fra-. 
ming, oppoſite and deftruttive to tle former? goo oo 
* An. This Query» conſiſts of ſeveral parts, .and.therefore.to;give a 
_ dire@t and appoſite Anſwer thereunto, I ſhall endeavour ro obviete. 
the ſeveral parts thereof by theſe Propoſitions following, 7x, .' 

I. That no perſon or number of men, whether they be private 
Perſons, or Magiſtrates Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, . cught to ſeparate them-' 
1clves, .on any pretence whatſoever, from the body of the One, Holy, . 
'Catholick and Apoſtclick Church. fr bet 
- 2. That diſcontent or differing in Judgment only, are no ſufficienc- 
grounds of ſeparation from any particular Church , whereof we: are © 
Members. | -, My op 

3- That a bare pretence of Conſcience and Reformation will not 

| | : juſtifie 
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juſtifie'a Schiſm, nor excuſe thoſe-who are guilty of a Schifmatical &- 
paration either. in Church' or State. For, the peace of the-whole 
Community is far mare valuable than any private man's. fatisfation, 
and ought not to. be laid open to the attempts of any Schiſmatical pre- 
tenders whatſoever. * | | | 
_4- . That the wraten and eſtabhſhed Laws of God or his Vicegerents 
upon Earth, are.not reverſible, nor alterable by any man, or num- 
-bee: of ' men. : Becauſe. they cannot © pretend to that Authority; by 
which ab firft they were eſtabliſhed, and without -rhat they cannor be 
altered. For, if we, or: an Angel from Heaven, preach any orher 
Goſpel; unto you -than- that which we have preached unto you, ler 
higpbe accurſed, faith, Sc. Paul.' Gal. 1.8. * Mp 
- { $-\;Phace.ic is not Jawfull for'any perſon or perſons who are. Mem- 
'bers:of: ah eftabliſhed Church; either: by force or perſwaſion-ro draw 
Peop'e from .the-Communion of. that Church, and ſo break the Unity, 
and diſturb the'Peace thereof ; or . by” any Artifices whatſ' ever either 
- to undermine or batter. down the Ramparts, z. e. the eſtabliſhed Laws . 
and; Conſtitutions of that Church. 1166 adit 3: 
-; Theſe Proptſitions; put together, may ſuffice as a. general:Anſier to - 
this'Query.;: but;now' to: apply them ro the matter-in_ hand,” 5. e. the: 
difference between us:and-the; Church of Rome, for on: that account 
was the.Query propounded.-- And this I ſhall now do in theſe follow- 
ing particulars. - . * | FE 7 
- I, Fhat the; Church bf Rome (though ſhe mightily pretend to it) - 
is not that One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtolick Church. That ſhe 
is a. Member of:the Catholick . Church we grant, though . we can 
farce allow : berito be a ſound Member thereof ;-burt thar ſhe ſhould 
pretend: to be. the-One, Holy, Catholick and Apoſtelick Church, ei- 
[ther diffubve-or:repreſentative we cannot conſent, nor hath ſhe ever 
yer, fir-ever will. be;able. to make goad her claim thereunto. _ --* - 
2. That.the:preſent Church of Rome is puiky of infull and:{chi 
matical Separation. from-the: United Body. of: tl ej; Holy, Carho- 
:lick arich Apoſtabck:Church;: we affirm.. And that-for theſe reaſons, 
.4. Becauſe ſhe: uſurps an higher place and. power in the Body Ecclek- 
aſtical, than of right is due-unto 10% thereby breaking the Union, and 
diſturbing the Peace of the Church. . 2. Becauſe ſhe hath voluntarily . 
divided the Catholick Church, both in Faith, Worſhip, and Govern- 
ment, by her innovations. 3. By ſeparating, both-by her Doctrines- 
and Cenſures, three parts of the Chriſtian World from her Com- 
munion, and as. much as in her lyes, from the. Communion of Chrift. 
'4" By rebelling againſt general Councils, and prong ow an Authority” 
over them. 5. By breaking or taking away all the lines of A; 
i} cel 
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Succeſſion except their own, and appropriating all Original-Jurifdic- 
rion to themſelves. 6. By challenging a temporal power ovef Princes, 
either . directly or : indirettly, which hatch been a great occaſion not ' 
only-of Schiſm.in the Church, bur of-Sedition. and Rebellion in the 
State. All which inſtances have been charged upon, and made good 
againſt the Church of Rowe by our Writers, and may” be fo again, 
whenever we are called to it. | | 
-  3- It is not therefore we that have ſeparated from them, bue the 
from. us; whilſt we adhere to the united Body of the Holy, Catholi, 
and Apoſtolick Church, which they have fortaken. ODIN 
| + Nor is it we but they, who have altered the written 'and'eſt4- 
bliſhed Laws of God and his Church, by adding new Articles of Faith, 
ſuch as were never delivered by Chriſt of his Apoſtles, nor taught by 
the primitive Church, nor compriſed: in any of thoſe Creeds received 
by the Church ; and making them nereffary Conditions of their Cont- 
munion. As the Doftrines of Supremacy and Infallibility, of Indut- 
gences and Purgatory, of Tranſubſtantiarion, &. {SEL 0.1 
5. It.is they therefore, and not:we, who by force and perfwafion, 
at\d by all manner of Arrifices, endeavour ro draw People from the 
Unity and Obcdience of the Holy Catholick Church, unts new Con- 
gregations, Inſtitutions and Rules of their own framing, op fite to, 
and deſtruQive of the former. . Like the. Scribes and Phariſees of old, 
they compaſs Sea and Land to make one OS, On when he is 
Spe, they make him twofold more the Child of Hell than themſelves. 
Matth. 23, x5. 7 35k | <7) 2ati, Fat 2 
. Qu..1 T 5 bether Perſons ſo atting are better than Rebels and Uſurper1, 
or ſuch as Simon Magus and thoſe that deſerted the _— a ns ins: 
and therefore to be avoided as Perſons ſeparated from the flock of Chriſt” 
Anſ. That they are no better than ſuch as he harh here named'and 
deſcribed, we willingly grant; and upon that very. account 4s:it,.that 
Wwe now avoid gpmmunion with the prefent Clutchjof Rave. . .* 
Thus have I giver: an Anfwer, 'and I hope-a-ſuffivienc: one, to rheſe 
Enquiries ; and that ſhort, without entring upon Uiſcoimbs of ichings 
not demanded, or at lcaft, not implyed in thoſe demands ; andiÞ ob- 


{Erved the Merhod propounded by the Enquirer. . 
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"An Explanation of *'Roman Catholick's Belief concerning theſe 

_ * TV. Points, Their Church, Worſhip, Juſtification, - and Civil 
Government; as #t-was preſenter to ſome Perſons 'of (Quality 
Ao their particular Satisfaction. | 


F eſe are four great Points, and if well 'and truly explained, the 
+. L . Explanation of them may be of very grearuſe; bur if otherwiſe, 
if heonly guild the Pill, that the Patient may be more eaſily perſwa- 
.ded to w it, It may oe of dangerous Conſequence ; inſtead 
of informing,. it may debauch-the minds and underſtandings of men. 
\ :Ler us therefore. look before.we leap, let us confider well whether this 
Explainer hath been. honeſt and: faithfull in his. Explanation, "before 
. we receive all he faith for Goſpel. And for your aſſiſtance herein, I 
- ſhall ſet down, his own waxds, then animadvert thereupon, and 
- when that is done, ' preſent you with*both for 'your berter ſatisfaftion. 


The EXPLAINER. 


#44. 


I. He believe the Holy Striptyres to be of Divine Inſpiration and Infalli- 
ble Authority, and . whatſoever is therein contained we firmly aſſent unto 
as to the word of God, the Author of all truth. FCA INS 

 /+ But. fonce im the Holy Scriptures there are ſome things bard to be under- 
flood which. the ignorant and "unſtable tvreſt to their own deftruttion, we 
therefore profeſs ( far the ending pd all Controverſies in tur Religion, and 
 ſetling wt; eace in our Conſciences) to ſubmit our private Fudgmenzs to the 


A 


Fudgment of the Chirch in a ftee general Copiell, © © | 
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-. 7- The Explainer tells us that the Roman, Catholifdo believe the 
Hol 3 ae to be of Diyipe' Infpiration and Thfallible Aurho- 
"M %* very fair and good profeſſion, wherein we do heartily joyn with 
them ; And is it not a great pity * there -ſhould' be a ſecrer” reſerve to 
\.._ ſpail and overthrow it ? They believe this, but is this all they beliere? 
Do they not believe alſo that ſome things. which before the-Chureh's 
definition of them might haye beet!” innocently disbelieved, yer after 
they are once defined and determined 'by the Church, to be matters 
of-Faith, and of equal Authority with any other things delivered by 
Chciſtand his Apoſtles? Do they not qd alſo that - ſome Apocry: 


Cx Z2 wy 
pha! Books" are of Divine Inſpiration alſo, and of as infallible -Autho- 
ricy as the Writings of the Doogie Wag 2 les? —_ not be- 
lieve Traditions to | be the unwritten Wordof God, . to be divinely in- 
—_ and of Equal infallible Authority, with che written Word : ? If 
they do, then the Explainer hath'not been ſo fair and candid," fo. juft 
. and faichfull as he ought to.haverbeen-in his Explication ; though v1 
hath rold-ys, the truth, he; hach- not "told us the whole” truth, - 
thar-chey. do-believe- all this, chough I might, caſlly produce's ry 
of 'Witnelſſes, .and rhoſe none. of the leaſt Fdinted of their. own Av- 
thours ; yer. becauſe, I deſign. brevity, L ſhall contenc my” RIF: at pre- 
fne wich the Evidence and Authority of one of rap molt 5x magnified 
Councils, . which they call bach: free. and general, ( ought iy rath 4 
was neither ) and chat is» the: Council-of Trex. bo emp Be 

Apr: de Canon. Script takes the Books 7 Ke Ek 7, 

dow, and Aaccabees, into the Canon of SPY: oa 

not but know that they never were in the Few; honh 54M 5 
univerſally received bythe prion. Church). = anathematized. all 
thoſe who do not upon this Declaration believe them ta-be Canonical. , 
- And the ſame Council, in the fame Secs. profelles to-recgive and reve. 
rence Traditions with-no leſs pious Aﬀection,, than the Books 6f the 
Old and New Teſtament ; char not in marter of Rite and Hiſtory 
only,” but of Faith and Manners alſo. Now. what is this bur to add to 
the Scriptures, and to accuſe them of inſufficienc > Frans jm peription '< 
And if fo, then what.doth this ainer do, bur deceiye thoſe Pertons 
of Quality, to. whom he.-preſents t asthe* Summ'of their Belieſ? 

Bur the Explainer toes on, and ceirh, ſince in 0D; HolymGcriptures 
there are fome* things hard to be underſtood, which the'ignorant and 
unſtable wreſt ro” their - own deſtruction; And- here I ſhall-by the: 

_ only remargue theſe two things. = 
- x. The- Agile indeed faich, there-gre, ome thin ing bard. ( but not 
:opoſlible) be underRood. For, if men will uſe the means, if they 
w_ apply themſelves with an humble. and teachable remper of mind 
1d y to reade the Holy Scriptures, if they will ſeriouſly-meditate. 
_ ons what they reade, and earneftly-and gerauegly pray. unto Gad - 
'* the aſſiſtance and. diretion: of his Holy Spirit therein-; the diffical 
may beremoved, and: they may, be enabled rightly to underſtand choſe 
Scriptures, at leaſt i far as.is neceflary for them-to know. «5 - 
- 2. The Apoſtle. tells.us, to whom: thoks things are. hard- _ be. un-- 
derſtood, wiz. the. ignaranc and unſtable. .So that the difficulty ſeems. 
to be not inthe things themſelves, but in» the incapacities of men, 
« For, if men: will be ignoranc ftill, and not uſe the means to know'bet- 
ter ; or if they will content themſelves with. ſome airy Notions, which. 


them to'a conſiſtency. ;: not only ſome, but all things im Scripture, and 
even the pgs decta ions. ofthe Chuxch maybe hard to. be under- 
ſtood by- them i Greg pr rhe emp in 
the other. /- But T_ much chis-Text-is miſunderſtood. and ; miſapplied, 
a Reverend and” Learned Divineof our Church, in a Treatiſe incitu- 
led, Search the Scriptures, hath plainly demonſtrated, to which I refer 
the. Reader.-' But let. us ſee —_ Inference he-draws from hence , 
Therefore (faith'he) we profeſs (for the ending of all-Controverſies. 
in/ our” Religion, and ſettling of peace in-our Conſciences) to fubmir 
our PORN AHangs. totte) udgment of the Churchi in a irenGoheral 
Counci 

In which Inference I cannot but remargue theſe things. 

7. This Inference doth plainly imply a neceſlity of a, viſible VE 
of Controverſies, to whom, -in all matters in difference, there ſhot 
os an phy. mw and whoſe decifion ſhould. be final... Now if this id 

hen, 1,'It is mighty ſtrange that Chriſt and his A Apatiles, who 
etnenad faithfully- to delivex the- whole mind: and will of God 
mankind, ſhould never once- mention ſuch -an Officer in the Church 
Or, 2. If they ſhou}d omit to. mention fo neceſſary a thing in-their 
- writings, and only deliver it by word. of mouthr to- their immediate 
Subceiies, it- is. No leſs ſtrange that they ſhou'd either not-know, . or 
never make'uſe of ſuch an Expedient for the ending of thoſe. —_ 
verfies that aroſe in their days.' 3- We muſt conclude; that cither 
.the Church hath been mighty carelel of her own peace, of chat this 
Judge hath been very negligent in his buſineſs, to ſuffer ſo great 
{o fatal' Controverkes 'to- —_— ſo long.in the Church of os 
' when there-was fo ready a way to put-an end to them... 
''-2,. Our Explainer in this Inference Frame up with the great ex 
for the fake of which ſurh-a Judge :is.nece : wit; The on pn Rap of 
all controverſies in onr-Religion, and fertling ) iQ our-Conſcien 
ces. | Theſe indeed - are great; things, and great] .: 
whether there be any. ſuch-Expedient, -o.if che 
ſufficient for theſe ends, are the. 100: JN, 
"rhe: fiſt, _— of the: Chriſtian - Church rochisv wo, 
- great ends have. not been univerſally - -attained,; is Very, P Iy, ths cc 
_ dent; which to me is a very great Argument that eir er God never 
inftiruted-any. ſuch expedient! or if he did; that it -was not fufficient 
for theſs ends ;\ which would be a mighty refleion 2pop wm POwer 
” gre hings Scrip hard to be derſtood. & och 
--*; But &'ſome.t S:1N prure are. ro ur 
ir.cherefore neceſſarily, fol ow rhar here mx muſt be avidble Jude of. on 
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rroverlies, 


| float nd fluctuate i in the brain, without ever endeaventing to he” 
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ttoverſies, to deliver the ſenſe of thoſe places ts us, without whom we 

can never attain thereunto, and from whoſe decifion there lies -no ap- 
peal ? -I confeſs I cannot ſee'the neceſſity of this'conſequence : For, if 
it be granted, as itis on all hands, char'the Scriptures which.'we now 
have are the Word of God, revealed by hmm, and' of infallible Autho- 
rity, we muſt believe rhat either God would nor, or could not explain 
his mind to the ſons of men in words as plain and intelligible: as any 
ſuch Judge will or can do, or elſe there can be/no fiich neceſſity bf any 
fuch Judze-upon that accoutir. Tf there be no other way-toattfin rhe 
fenſe:of Scripture, bur-only- the deciſion of ſuch-a Judge; *chen. wwhac 
Way Or means is left us to underſtand the ſenſe of che declaration of 
that Judge ?: will there not want another” Judge todererminethar, and 


- another to explain his, and ſo up. infinitum ? 


- Bur fetus for once ſuppoſe; though we -do'not grant it; that: there 
ought to be a Judge of Controverſts in order to the attaining of theſe 
great ends, let usſee how-he ought to be qualified, and where we 
ſhall find him. "This Judge muſt be + perſon or number of: people, 
who muſt have a ſuperiority not only of order, but influence over all 
others, to whoſe decifions and determinations all Chriftian people 
ought to conform their judgments and pratices. Nor muſt that influ- 
ence be precarious but authoricative, for nothing canwartant their Im- 
poſitions; but the Authority by which they are impoſed : Nor can any 
Authority ſuffice to oblige mankind to believe that,- which-is neither 
neceffary as to its matter, nor evident as-to its proof, antecedently to 
the definition of ſuch an Authority, *but only ſuch an one as is infalli- 


ble. Now where ſhall we nnd fuch an one, ſeeing there are ſo-many 


pretenders toit ? If we believe the Popes tliemſelves, the Feſairs,and 


the reſt of the high Papalims, then his holineſs will carry away. the Bell; 
| but ifwe believe General Councils, and thoſe who defend their Supre- 
* macy, then tl 
- - of equal c 


will carry it from the Pope ; and if we believe others 
a the Catholick Church diffuſive will carry it from 
both. So tha e ought to be ſuch-a;Judge, you ſe it is not a- 
greed upon among themſelves who he is. But, - - | 

+ Our Explainer determines this Controverſie, telling us, that it is 


the Judgment of the Church in a free General Council, that we ought 


to ſubmit to. - | YH 
And in this we heartily joyn with him, for we profeſs to have as 
great a deference for the Judgment of the Church in-a free 
General Council, as they have or can have, 'and-to have as great a 
regard to the ſenſe of the whole Chriſtian Church in all Ages ſince the 
Apoſtles as they, nay it may be greater than they will pretend to 


- have; for, we are fo far from declining it, that as to the matters in 


difference 


c fo be ; . y x £5 0 wo TE £5» ; : ; 
| Sos Ages ſtill remaining cah aſſure. us,” char iris on our. hde. _Buc, 


bet deſerved tobe ſtyled. the Church Repreſentativg; we havelo great 
a: veneration for their Opinioh and Judgnient, thar weſhall nocdecline 
t har is 0 ets 7 


e, then 
it depends pon her authority, and by'the fame-authority*ſthe may re- 
call it again when ſhe pleaſech: So that upon chis ground'it will prove 


ed to belong to the Catholick Church, yer that can fignifie nothing eo 
her, rill ſhe hath proved: her' ſelf to be thatgCatholick Church, to 


Thus you'ſee how candid and faichfull © lainer hath been in 
this firſt Point; and now let us examine whether he. acquit himſelf any 
better in the next: | EE 


7, The EXPLAINER 
* We humbly believe the Sacred Myſtery of the Bleſel Trinity, Ons E- 


rernal Almighty and Incomprebenſible God, whom onely we adore-and wor- 
ſhip, as alone having FR » Dominion over all things, to whom alone, 
(t Tim. 2.17.) we ac edge as due from Men and Augels all Glory, 
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Service and Obedience ; abhorring from oun Hearts, as a moſt, deteflabld © 
Sacrilege, to give our Creatar's 'Honour to any Creatures whatſoever, And 
therefore 29e ſolemnly proteſt , That by the Prayers we addreſs ro Angels ane 
Saints, we zntend no-other than bumbly to ſolicit their aſſiſtance before the 
Throne of God, as we deſire the Prayers of one another here upon Earth, not 
. that we hope anything from them as Original Authours thereof, but frons 
Ged the Fountain of al} Goodneſs through Feſus Chriſt our onely- Mediator 
and Redeemer. RF : Fi Ben 5 
., Neither do we believe any divinity or vertue to be in Images, for which 
1hiy ought to be worſhipped, as the Gentiles did their Tdols ; but.we retain 
ms 1th due and decent reſpe#t in our Churches, as Inſtruments, which we 
find by experience do often oft our memories and excite our affetions. - 
_ he ANIMADVERTER. 


*# 


pacrilege, co-give their Crearor's honour to any Crearures, wharſoerer. 
_ This is rue Primitive Chriſtianity, good Catholick; Divinity without 
any. mixture of Popery, and is it not great -pity that any thing ſhould 
.he added thereto, :orimixed therewith, to ſpoil ſo-good a Confeſlian,? 
. Thus far ,we, can readily and hearnily zoyn with rhem;-but when che 
Japeradd: Articles of their own,: ſuch as were never delivered by. Chr 
or his-Apoſtles, nor owned by the primitive Catholick Church, and 
ſet cthemiin;equal place with thoſe of Divine Revelation, and primitive 
 praQtice ; then we cannot. keep pace, with them, butare forced to. ftay 
_ behind, and fir down contented with primitiye Chriſtianity ;-ſochar.in 
ruth ir is nor we thar-leave:them, bur they that Jeaye ys, and, conſe- 
. quentlyare guilty. of theSeparation. POE WR 
And this 1s the caſe here between us and our Explamer. . For, 
all this glorious profeſſion of RG worſhipping the One Eternal 
Almighty and Incomprebenſible:God- and him only , and abhorring 
the giving of his glory to any Creatures as a moſt deteſtable Sacrilege; 
the introducerh Prajers to Saints-and Angels , and ithe Worlkip pf or 
before Images, as things equally neceſlary.ro be performed by Chriſti- | 
ans. -Now , if Prayers and. Adoration be. acts of religious worſhip , 
© and the Objeftsro which they are offered. be Creatures, . then-.it muſt 
| | y , - needs 
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and threedbare ,*(o" Of cupey Ae ty cnthars way miſera- 
diy: I baſed of lare, eſpecially in the Anſwer to 4 Pa; pf a eſented- 
epyt[ented, as 0in-Two otheritcle'Freatiſes;; the: _ 
-? 7 pre Fdaſe concerning Invocation of | Saint 5,1 prints & 
" und: he other. barks p 14 pan ra ng M4 C 
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4 's '1 4. We firmly belivws; rhat no: free of Nate; or ini of beft- 
| | Warks can "merit our Jo Nz's Ec; hBy... ; 


hy Sade: to 7h tabthe rg Jer! our: rof 

” buite upon the mercy of God, 'anditbe merits of 
* MI other Merits, according Fo rnifie 1 
"#4 out ahh + D&ED:; 


| \thas Aion dons by the a ante of 'Gou | ) 
bib oo wy ="21% and. 4 Define Jo fe frombeing uf 
_f0 the {en[e of the Holy Scriptures, that it. is their ? 
z . ©' "arid 'proweke ws to dill Lorne of the TR 


romiſin < 

. "Heaven as a reward of our obedience. © Tim. 4:8; Rom.'2: 6. Rom 8/15 

" rwrpns 6.10: 5 NS | being fo froguanthy rms, - tbe wir 54 a as” 

3 . 1." Þ# grations $70 recompence:wnh ever, tbe Fat Obe-- 
'7 £ © dee of Bi Saas, es rakes Fong barely according 1 ' 

-* Works, "but ana prentifutt even ve y0 6: a1e5,. ls mea- 
t* ſure, beaped up, and ER down, and Tunmwing Torr, tet ore 

all that” _ im. ROOES pnD fb 
Thas we believe nba, or rewer ene 5.0 bel loving (both. bac bs 
i >: fleifie rhe ſore thing with us) ariſe not fromthe jo value yoke our beſt 


ations, 23 they are ours, but from the grace and qr" of God. And for 
our ſelves we fncerely profeſs, when | wr have dove; all i 

are commanded) us, we are amprofitable, Servants: ( Luke 17.-10. ) having 

© dome nothing but that which: was our Duty ; ſo that our boaſting is not-im 

our ſelves, but all. our Glory 14.in Chriſt. | 


SLES 4; 0 LLELES ST,53 606 C225 0 : 
' Tf chis'/be readt{y.:the: Faith: of: Rowan Cathalicks, we ſhall not fiick ro 
-ackriowledge itis oars too, and then we-ſhall have no occaſion to dif- 
fer inchis point. Bur I am afraid our ſo near an;Agreement is too!good 
news to betrue;: Our Explazmer, 1 doubr, hath either miſtaken or to 
-© gain a*Profelyte; ior for ifome:other end which might be ſerviceable to 
- Holy*Chetoti; hath. very:mach :mifrepreſented. rhe DoQtrine of. his 
' own'Churchi- w'this-point../'For ſureI am; the Council of Treyt, which 
- they:& much m -and'on- whoſe deciſions they ſo much depend, 
hath aquice Uitferent Norion of Juftification and Merit. Thar Council 
after ſome Months Yebare@pon:che:Point of Juſtification, ar laſt came 
- 10a Uecifion;iahd deolared, Fharuthe only: formal-Capſe af.our Ju- 
ſtificationis/Ged's.Juiſtice,-not; by: which! he himſelf 44 juſt, bur;' by 
which he makes us juſt ; wherewith being endowed by him, we are 
renewed in the Spidic of du Minds,/and-ate not only reputed, but 
are madetruly juſt ; receiving every man his own meaſure of Juftice, 
| Hy Ghot adds to:him,: according to each man's pre- 
_ diſpoſition: of himſelf, and co-operation: ::!.And withall:denouncerh a 
fat Anathema . roall thoſe who: :ſhd}t dare-to ſay; that we are: for- 
-  mallly juſtified: by-Ohrift's righteouſneſs; or by:rhe ſole inipuration of 
that righeeouſhefs, or by the ſole remiſſion of our ſis; -and not by.our 
inherent grace, diffuſed into our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt. Seff. 6. 
Can: 10, 11.. -Andrheſfame Council, ſpeaking of the; Merit of good 
Works;-ſsith, Ifany.man ſhallſay, that the good Works of a juſtified 
Perſon do not truly merit thEincreaſe of: Grace and-erernal Life, 'let ' 
him be Anathema:: Sef.6' Can g33 on A OR 
Now ane would think the choice were very eafie, which of theſe 
to bejieve, whether the Counal of  Trezt or this Explaiver. The:iac- 
counts they give are roo ditferent to be both believed ; and cari-chere 
be any queſtion which. .of rhem is:-moſt autboricarive ?- Cettainly pur 
Expla:wer-mult be a very bold Perſon,..who'in- defiance of: ſuch a.cele- 
braced Council, durſt deliver what he hath done for: the belief” of Ro-. 
man Catholicks in_ this point ; and he muſt look upon his Perſons of 
Quality, tq whom he preſents it, as a parcel of unthinking and incon- . 
fiderate Animals, who would ſwallow any thing without Examination. 
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chem; if the latrer, hs gd rp mgermbanider food a Chriſtian, Leal 
how true a Catholick If the krbmre ſurely he did not well 


-conlider, hawfacal-the! Ocinſequences v8 that: Dodiune' woukt' bg. to 


rhe-Chycch of Rowe.: For,” r.kf this: is really the: Faith of Roman, 
Eatbolicks, then, What becomes ofithat gainful-Frade of: Tndulgpacey 
which.-is wholly founded 'upon.che Treaſare'of the iChurch, whenein 
are heaped up piles of arafadtions of Saints, of which the Ay ror 
keeps.the: -and- harhpowep'to -diſpeaſ®-them whete | 
-Fhere was. a:time indeed, -when:Indulgences were Jook'd\ upon. ta 
be nothing elſ@ but a Mitigation. or-Relaxation, pon juſt Cauſes, of 
Canonical 'Penances,: wh > quvribs may-be-i fort ry" 1 anrin] 
che Church on-penitene Sinners, according.to: eral: 


c Demers." But this is a:Dottrine out of date withrhe preſent Church 
-of Rorge-, 'inſomuch- thas Gre Gree, ae gras gums Ir bio 


differs:not-from-char of the. 


uſeles- ind dangerous things, de. rar 

pion Bel{armine, among ſeveral other guments 

"brings this for one; 

- che: Lreaſtre of che-Church, which ho- ho-rakes EE par 
rove tobe the: Foundation of ;Iddu \:Bur, 2” Whatwill ba- 

gdf? the- profitable :Dottring of: tory, which, 1s buile Upon 


 Indulpences, and: they the-Troafiie of cho Church; 
-che- Merits of | Saints" > nr eh to:be diſpenſed-by che Pope-tor:the de-- 


livery of Souls-out of Purgatory ? Bur, 3. What will become of the 
Pope's Coffers, which once: , and-'this Fog dried up, 


theo frelfectual iſh'themh 


dingy 
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>2::Aridi how-we are:come-to the laſt point "which ety ito: b 
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| ' The -EXPLAENER 
4. We firmly beligos and highly reverence the Moral Law, being | ſo {+ 
lemnly diliverd to: Moſes n the Mount. Exodus 20. Matth. My Ee 


12. 13. ſo exprefly confirmed by our ' Savioux in the Goſpel,” and containing 
init ſelf ſo perfett an Abridgment of 'our whols Duty both to God and 
Man : ; +54: Iu > 4 DEED | 


Which Moral Law: believe obliges:call men' td proceed; with: faithful- 
neſs and ſincerity in'theiv mutual ;Contrattone | towards another, and there- - 
fore our conſt ant profeſſion is, That :we. are moſt ſtriftly and abſolutely bound 
to the exatt. and intire performance of our, promiſes ' made to any Perfons of 
hat Religion” ſoever, \much-1wiore to. the; Magiſtrates: "and Ciuil' Powers 
under 2whoſe 'Proteftion we live, 'whom we qre taught by the Word:of- Ged to 
obey not only for fear brit Conſcience' ſake, and. to: whom. we; will moſt faith- 
fully obſerve our Promiſes of: Duty aud Obedience; (notwithſtanding | any 
Diſpenſation, - Abſolution , or other proceedings 'of any." foreign: Power. or 
Authority whatſoever. (Ho [£7549 Soong evo WAS ie 
. Wherefore we utterly deny, and renounce that falſe. and ſcandalous. Poſitiov, 
That Faith is not to be kept: with Hereticks; ;a5 9/1 ancheritably impu- 
ted . 'to-0ar Priffices; and moſkunjuſtlyi pinned upon: own | Religiob:; 5 1.,.:: 
'* 'Theſe 'we ſincerely ' and: ſolemnly profeſs, 4s in' the: ſight 'of| Gody the 
ſearcher of all hearts, taking the-words plainly and on ly an their wſual aud. 
familiar ſenſe, without any Equivocation or Menta Refeaaries whatſoever. 
> v9 x 07 9751 253 M991 boilggm oval bioodt doidw 
+» Our Explainer would have 'the\/World (believe, that theſe af his 
Communion do highly reverence, -and have a mighty regard-for. the 
Moral Law. We do the fame; but we-know\and-: believe the:Second 
Commandment 'to be: pare of that Law, and: therefore-dare:;:not. be 
guilty of Image-Worſhip; which: perhaps. the: Explainer did nosthink of 
further tells us; thatithey believe; that this Law-dothcontain- 
ih it ſelf a-perfet' Abridgment of-our whole Duty: both; to, God and 
Man. We believe the ſame, and we do further believe, that whoſo- 
ever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one Poine, he is 
guilty of all. 'Fames 2. 10. And therefore wedare not worſhip Images, 
. nor give. divine. Honour. to any: Creatures, nor diſobey Magiſtrates, 
nor deal falfly with our Neighbours under any. pretence whatſoever, 
nor do any thing that is there forbidden, nor leave undone any thing 
that is there commanded. Whether the Explainer thoughe. of all this, 
Lknow not ; but he cannot but know that the Praftices of thoſe of 
bis Communion arenot correſpondent thereunto. Bur 
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chdnupon the Credit of his Explanation, are, the; wiz. Their. fin- 
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This therefore hs tet we are-now to take under Con- 
ſideration, and-char we MINGLE more WE $9 Than, af 80h 
der them ſeverally. . 
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D/ any's. 
pg, acne are ehe-itructh Yreol; he farther, rolls vs, thar 
they utterly deny :and- renounce, that falſe and - ſcandalous , poſition, 
| That Faith is: not ro bi keys with Heretichs; 33 moſt: cat imputed 
totheir Pradtices, and:moſt-unjuſtly. pinned uponi their: ON. . 

If this poſition, That Faith is mot to be kept with: Hereticks, be untruly 
charged upon them, then weimuſt acknowledge! that ir were uncha- 
ritable to impute:it to their practices, and.unjuft:to pin..it. ,ypon their 
Religion; bur if it appear to!:be-ths: Noftrine: Pradti | 
Church, then it 'will undoubreidly: overthrow all their precencions to 
| Paithfulniſs and Sincerity. | 

And thart this is really the DoAtine and Pradtice of their; Church, 
we have the ſuffrage of a whole Council, by them ſtyled General, v:z. 
the Council-of Conffance; by: whom; this DoCtrine was own'd, affir- 
med-and ipractiſed.; And>Zobn Huſi, Hierom: of Prague, and Sevianarols, 
though they chad. the. pablick- Fairh for; theic-'fafe, conduct and return, 
yer in'defianice ;theredf,: by; virtue: of this. Doctrine; 'they were pro- 


is 


- ceeded againſt, avd ſeverely: ſuffered. Theſemething was alfofiertely | 
_ . diſputed inthe Diet at :#or9ms, in the caſe. of Zurher,, And had net 


Ce/4r-beeri a better Chriſtian than the Ecclefiaſticks, and more a Gen- 
tleman than. his Holynefs'; Tavber,. norwirhſtanding his Safe Condugt, 
had not returned ſafely from thence... Bur::leſt any ſecular Princes 
hefeafter, Thould,: either through Sevuple. of Conſcience, or-in . point 
of honour, chink. themſelves obliged; to. keep their Word, and fo hin- 
defichem of their prey. when'it is in; cheir hands:; the Dottrine i is NOW 


ed; and we ace told;There are..two diſtin&t Trwbunals; and the - 


improv 

Eccleſiaſtical is the Quperiput : and rherefose, ita ſecular Prince gives 
his Sabjedts/a;Safe ©ondutt;: he canner exiend. if ro'the- ſuperior Tri- 
bunal, nor by: any-ſecurity givers! hinder, the! {4% Or. the Pope r ro 
exerciſe their JuriſdiUon, Becanms: 2626 7 beol; ;Schalaft.. Bags a 


a ' ; 


_ - 


| Ir | 's 
WHerthf (or: Kinwoukd fill it @ Velonatro gh ws wrly © halt 
nityorwhh berer faricfadtion:in this poing, -.-- 2; 
JO Taber. "te LAI Ix :ecirq.-expreſly: avout, That 
fe ati be bout by cheBond'of Fiddity/or:Gach, teiſhgll be weed 


from that Bond, it he, to whom he is bound, - fall. ineo/ Excotmnmnica- : 


- Rell "nd having; char, Debtors arvablolved fiom the Oblita 
_ pþaymgow ite Tragitotrhax debb-whithhi Corloractel words. {And 
ThE PWT gi. wry 22:pofiriv Yoularas, 7 gem 
wþoh Otrh $efore's Magiſtrate 1s-1a 32 465 is | 

- Pha & FoſuThe Carmelite, 2: ive @enndewi; ruby 4. pl. as. pans 
th queſtion, Whether oniecthav denyatifir, whenheis mked.byan 
ilticther he bb alPrieft, or-a Religions: man; 1or: whether he 

herd dine [Service, doth {in ugainft-be:Cofellionef Faith;?; To 
| hetidilivers, Not For thacis tb denying himſelf. co hangs re 
ſtjan ef Carholick. ' For it is lawfull to fliſetabie/or hide ihe: Berti we 
4 Clergyman, or 4-Religious man, without a Lye in words, leſt a 
man behetrayed and-in'danger of his life 3 and-for rhe fame cauſe he 
may ky by his-Habir, -omit:Prayers; and "becauſe humane Laws: for 
the molt-parr bind norwhe Subjets 'Conſoience, when: theres grekt 
hazard of life,” as in thiscale -Z#zorms bach well caught. 1 - 11115 
And Cardinal Tolet. de Inftrut. Sacerd. 1.8. c39. n.4. thus deret- 


mines a'Caſe propounded.' If (faith he ) the times be ard, or the. 


+ Fudge unequal; a man that cannor. Rl his Wine at a due price, may 
Jawfally make his meaſures les than is appointed; ' ori-mingle-warer 


_. with hif Wine and fell ir for pure, ſohewonotiye ;.and yerifhedorh, 


i is no mortal fin, nor obligeth him ro Teſticution.''. 'Amanmay fwear 


'- to poſitive untruths'by the Law of direting, the AFntencion , ſaith F. _ 


Southwel, Tra. de Equivecat. c.8, p42, 43. -i-" -: - 
” If a manhath caken.an-Oath-of a Sh honeſt and lawful, and in 
his power; yet ific hinders him from-doing a greater good, the Pope 
"can diſpenſe with his Oath, and take- off. the. obligarion, -6aich Cawins 
Biſhop of the Caray. Rele. de ponitemt.) '') | 

"If a. man hath-promiſed to a Woman tomarry her, and i bowinbed 
to her, and hath ſworn it; - yet-if- he will, 'before :the on, 
enter into a Monaſtery, his: Oath- ſhall not bind him, his ife is- 
null ; but his ſecond promiſe that/ſhall ſtand: ! He thar- dente 5 this is 
accurſed by the. Council-of Trent. Seſs. $::Can, 6. = 

Iam weary with tranſcribing ſuch nauſeous Ruff, anduberdfere c O- 
'mixting many more, F ſhall only -add-one inftance more. : Pope Pixs 
| VY. ugon occalion of ſome Miſſiona”*:s tobe ſentiinto Fetal nd, 


> 


OY 


-and Promiſes, a 


KEEY 


wie by'the hulg-or 'Matudt Refervarion. Hyd. TG: Abbor, & Mendacio, 
Occ. in pref. p. 6, 999-5 £7 mage! 


-11ByivhoſliAMtanices You peecive that the te Doctors ms Ciffins 
td bytg 986y!! goat A Rare 4Hat" 6 H Nv io Wairly ant | 


' bs hs bught't6- kive done in his" Vephindrions "Þ may be 
he-will "ell 'us'rhat thels were bur private Perfons, and rhat the Do- 
Rrine-&f - their Churth Whot" 5 be- meaſured by" their private Opp 
eions, 1WHlich if he-db; (hall readily own; That the privare Opinions 
of -pavticular rGH "4 lit Hot, itt realbH," tb be” adged wpbn' that 
to which they ;-And if ſ>;rhet our £xplamer ought nor 
w6-4ake it2ami(; if we do not- receive his Explanation as the Doc- 
-wine of that Church of which-he pretends to be-a Member. But 


Cl 


if- the united force of the ' Council of - Confante, and” that of Tremr 
Cobh they themfalves reckon to* eheral) with the concur- 
__ -0f iÞ "many Sthitterit Dolonrs and" Caſuiſts of their 
-S þ 2087 n6Ae off Which; / that 'Wwe'kriow”have' ever Tecei- 
dow the leaſt pro ſking their opttiions ), if theſe, I fa, will 
outweigh: any *Aurhe wed this Veplatiation cah hi ts hes to,. 
thets what':Betoihies' of al this y - Profeſſion w here: © 
makes? where ſhalkwe find-all that faichfulnels and ſinceriry which: 
he here boaſts of ? if making and breakirig* of þtomites, a tr 06 
and forfwearing, if the 'vislarioty of -all' the tmoſtacred Bonds, w 


with mankind” can” be *6bliged; may paſs for” faitHfulrieſs and fin- 
cerity, we may. expect great ſtore 


it ariongft'them. And indeed: 
whilſt there is eB avi given to the Pope” to difpenſe with "Oachs- 

4 liberty given to the' People to ent bng 
they fay ov: fwear by the Law of direfting the Int % 
the Power-of. Equivocation, - and 'the' force' of Mental jos 
on, I cantiot ſte any*reaſon- why -we' ſhould expett berrer. Bur 


if this- be "the Faithfulneſs and ' Scerity "they 'boafſt of,, we= bleſs: 
God: that we know none 'ſuch:-amengf us; and" we hope this: - 


will never prove” ar 'Argumenefulficient- to perfwade any of ours: 


__ to: deſert the Communion they” are! of, for a Communion that: 
allows ſuch things as theſe. And this have: I given you. an) ac- | 
*count of their ' Faichfulneſs and Sincerii 


2: -The other thing which he boaſts of is, #heir Loyalty.. Forhe tells: 


us; They are moſt : and abſolutely bound to arr exact-and entire- 


Freed 5166" "He" 6P their owns; 7. 'v.” Whith was made: 


+ -. £ os 
ARES PISS, - 
4 Pagk. ta . 


os 


ficient evidence-in.this caſe. |. 
©-, Our bleſſed Saviaur affurerh' us 


hab 


p £ Ol C1 thar.of: ; the. Prince, and kathy hes to. To nn. - "I 
rſs place, And if fo, ther whar becomes df all thas © ©. 
EFideley 1 Civil; Powers, which; our Explainer ſo much. "4M 


"To thew, you. therefore, that notwithſtandin this fo ſpecious Expla- | 
nation of their Faih in this point, we baye. ſufficient reaſon ro ſuſpet - 
'candourand;ipgenuiry of the Explainer, and. the truth of what: he. 

fays;-I ſhall:only, confgont him with the-declared Dottrines, and Ar 
vowed: ractices of their own: Church in this caſe. . 

- Allche Juriſdiction of all the Kings and Princes of the World depen-- 
deth on- the-Pope,-faith-P. Clem. 5. in Concil. Viewn.. - 

, And Pope: Pims 5. ini his Bull againſt 'Queen El/izaberb, doth ſtrittly: 
will-and command all. her Subjects to take Arins againſ that Heretical- 

- - and Excommunicate Queen. 

' The Depoſing and King-killing Dodtrine, diſpenſin with Oarhs of: 
All Jance, &c. were made Articles of their Faith, by e. fourth Gene- 
tal ncil at Lateran, under Pope: Innocent 3 

;And-it: is pleaſant tq obſerve. how pres, ſerupulous ſome. of their 

Lreat men. are; in; refolying. this caſe, gravely telling us, That private: 

men may wig a apr fill he. be. depoſed ;- but. if-once.he.be excom-- 

municate,: then he is no King ; "(and r ett they ma kill him without 
 ſcruple) ;:Orif he-be anHerertick (which the Po " make. him when « 
- he-pleaſeth.): then they may kill the. Heretick , but nor. the. King; 

4:5ke "Thus Suarez adverſ. Set. -Anglic. 1.6.c. 4. Se#. 14- a > Pnporhrnphy-of 

S- Fhugallo try $he.Ze/aire. Inſti. Moral... part. 1.1. 8.c. 13. And: : 
-, 2}.  *. thus: Mariang, ide Regs Tf, Inftit.. ]. 1. c: 7, &C. v1 
The Rebellion of a Clergyman againſt Tet Prince is not Treaſon., . Y 

"becauſe he is-not his Princes Subject, faith. Emman. $4. Apher. So, 
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- - Gleriews <7 
& 7B ..- When a Prince i is-- Excommunicate;. before. the. Denubciaticn; the- 
Fa ._ _ ,zSubjets.a re-not-: abſalyed; from'their Oath of Allegan, C ( as Cojetan: 
I” | ly ol ow when is denounced, they-are-not only. abſolved from - 
A  - their Obedience, -bur arg-bound not-to obey, -unlels, the fearof Ds 
2 » - or loſs of Goods excuſe.them, , which was the caſe. of the: Eng 

Z -tholicks.in therime of Henry the. Eighth, faith Card.-Tolet. —_ Eel : 
L iv Angl:;fol. 346. - 

_ . .-, Jr45 the Sentence of all Catholic 8. .that Subjeftsare bound. toe 

I  pell -Hexetical Princes. if they have. ftrengch. enough, and _rhar to 

| they are-tyed by the.Commandment. of God, the moſt” ittift: tye- bf. 


# Confience, and the extreme. danger of rholy Souls, faith F. Creſm 
KL jg | | FOO: Se&. 2, n. 169, 151. 
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not: Wind ro it; vil | | 
A tical Prince; re” SR —_ 3. 0 Xl nm x2; ne &;% /: 
= An Excommuni Be may *with- i bedepe 6d: of: kiled 
E- 'by. any one, faith Suarez, Defen}. Fid. |. k, c, 6. Argpy, * OR 
The can make, that he who is: tall be ro King ind 
«then you are diſobli iged, faith Belarms.” iy __ 5 Ki. 
- The Secular oers; ſubjet to the S The" Pope. hari 
. rercign-power over Chriſtian Kings al Ps 0 corvect, Jepoſe, 
and appoint others in their places” If a King be guiley-of 
Schifmn, 'or any intolerable crime againſt his People ; if he be guilry © of 
negligence or {floth in his government ; if ho fail in the performance-of 


his Oaths and Promiſes, ar oppreſs the Church ;-the Pope;may' diveſt 4 
him of his Royal Dignity ; : faith Abrab, Brovins, de Pontif.”: | 4 
£. 46. p, 621. Col. 2.* Which Book was printed 'at Cologie;' And. 1619. 7 


and ſolemnly recommended-and approved'by his hoy ones and. Li-- 
cenſed by the Apeftolick Inquiſitor. at Ee L > 
-I might be infinite in inſtances of this kind, but having 8 moſt-wea-- 
ried my elf wich raki iced a Dunghill, I'am not villng core Py 
my Reader” too. 1 ohio Of ESRDcE cy nexceptionable -- 
 Wimels mare, and that $54, be and: revowntd Ch p 1piof 
©... Belarmine, oat of whole: 5th. Book * De De Romans Prot wy 
TIED The'peins ro tir Doneeeh paſſages; an@havifip fibjoynt 
s. - --' >. ſome inftances, of their praetices ſuitable to their declared þ 
be - >= Pali rhen leave -it'to the judgrnent of any. - indifferent 
Kind of Loyalty and Fidelity Sovereign Pringos eſpe 


-- are of adifterent perſuaſion): may” * hope ro'find | rom-the : 
* <belick Subjets. © ER 2uk TON TOR MeL, Js 
hg tare in the firſt Chapter'sf is Rh Be 'Ds Rodides Po 
ehpving x ronSed two extreme Opinions confhyning i the 'Po 's 
e taugh t and nd nat by -4us ; "” 


"plrcks. Vi. "Thar he wn as. Far _ not —_ "Di 
oi os Ls power nb 3c dei nor upen AD 00 aur DAT , 


7 Imon. : mile Or moh-beager 4; ALLE 
"OT See L.{ - OF; .. em hs HF 7 TP 3 $*, an Ir 
which be etl Oe common: "Opinion ed _ len Didi: 


> #74 _ 
OW Ca: 
TE a EIT © 
: : , bo $6 Pp o 
5 ** - 
3 a 3 Y : PE 
& [ es 5; 6.4 £864 
- ; -et D 4 Gn 
FF, FS #$- + is 
I *; S bn _— 


— 
* 2. 
#-- 2 


| l 4 GAL ae ata lo ode Sp; = - - 
" 14 s 5 . dE -'# M IE. A a a \ _—_ y: F Won > S IS v3 . S mb =” OG ITY = * E oY 7 x 
- Y-. 3 es Os WP Lee tt 4 * = . b N wh p , v KS F.1 bs Sts 2:6 47 
AE eas. 5s 203 ad es WD”. WET, RES , ” c : WY , po poke OE 
. 8” te * ot OY Go. 8D 2 i A I ” as $ 
| "37 


ower, Fay on a [ WE, yet by wirtue that Ky tne] pon ghee, 
Fe nh pri ca EARS | Po A 

+This Opinion he undertakes to explain.in his $ixrh Chapt where,” 
he tells us, That int Order to.a Spiritual good, he: harh'.a Uprems: 
Power of dif poſing all the Temporal things of all Chriſtian People. 

Which Power is/juſt ſuch over Princes, as the, Soul hath over he 
Body or ſenſitive Appetite ; by Virtue of. this Power he ma may. change, 
Kingdoms, and take them from one and give them: roanother; hemay. 
make andalter, ſuſpend and abrogate Civil Laws, as the : Oier Spiri- 
tual Prince, if it be for the ſafety of Souls. . : 

In his Seventh Chapter he endeavours to prove this atone: 
Power of the Pope by reaſons; all which are founded in the -Subordi- 
nation and Subjettion of the Temporal to the Spiritual Sword, (which 
is a Foundation that will certainly fail him.”)* However. pon. this, 
Foundation he thus builds. 

The Eccleſiaſtical Republick can command and compel the Tempo 
ral, which is indeed its Subjeft, to change the, Adminiſtration, and ro 
depoſe ri. roappoint others, when it carinot otherwiſe defend 
the Spiritual $ood And again, it is not lawfull for Chriſtians to ſuffer 
an Infidel or Heretical King, if he endeavour to draw his Subjetts to. 
his Hereſie or Unbelief. But to judge whether a King do draw to 
Hereſie or not, belongeth to the Pope, to whom the Care of Religion 
is committed ; therefore it belongs to the Pope to judge whether a 
King be robe depoſed or not. Andifany one ask why the Chriſtians 

* of old, did not depoſe Nero, and Dzocletian, and Fulian the Apoſtate, . 
and Valens the Arian ? He roundly, anſivers,/ it was not becauſe. chey 
| wanted Right, but becauſe rhey warited Power to d do it. | 
But leſt any ſcrupulous Chriſtian ſhould boggleat thoſT horrid this 
- which theſe declared Principles muſt of "neceſſity lead. girl en ee 
bellion, Murder, Breach of Faith; Violation of” Fe 
tell them that they are not anſiverab le for” ny oh. 
x» If the Pope ſhould miſtake, 'ahd co Vic 
_ Yet it werea ſin againſt Coulelerice, for h&:Chui 
Vices tobe good; and hoſe Vercues to 'be'evi 
-All theſe inftances tharT have now laid bet y LY, ;Wer m_ men 
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Henry this TVti: 'Emperour of tary; was excommunicated by Pape 


owned by themart that time.” 
And what effett this Papal 
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Ravillia pt .How f 
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lins, hath heretofor 
culcan labou 
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ns of ality, and how unfairly and diſhoneſty he hath dealr 
them Explanation. of the Rowan GCarbolick's Belief in this. 
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Theſe we' ſincerely and ſolemnly profeſs, as in the ſight of God the ſearcher 
of all Hearts, taking the word: plainly and ſimply im their uſual and 
familiar ſenſe, without any Equivocation or Mental Reſervation what- 

ſoever. 7 | 


. 


' Were we not {Fell acquainted with the Power of Diſpenfations, 
and the force of Mental Reſervation among, them; did we not know 
that by theſe Artifices they. can elude the moſt ſolemn Proteſtations, 

3 | make void all. Oaths. and Promiſes, and diſſolve any the moſt Tacred 
WE 0 Bonds which can be invented/ to oblige men; it would look very 

uncharitably to ſuſpect any man after ſuch a ſolemn  Proteſtation. 

But that they cando all this, and think they can do it with a_ fafe 
Conſcience, notwithſtanding their- Proteſtation to the contrary, is a I 
| ruled Caſe among their Cafuiſts : I ſhall only at preſent yu x you wo 
+ with one inſtance, which is.very applicable to the caſe in hand, and 
with that conclude. 7 Ret 
On occaſion of the Powder-plot here in England, an Oath of Al- 
legiance was thought neceſſary to prevent ſuch horr id attempts intime 

I. ro come ; which a Roman Doctor (cited by Arch-Bpiſhop Uſber under 

A*® this Character, B. P. 'EZsraC. Epiſtol. I. R. Impreſ. An. 1609.) ta-_ 
| king notice of, laughs aloud at the ſimplicity of it. His words. are 
worth remembring, Sed wide in tanta aſtutia, quanta ſimplicitgs ! &*c. 
But ſee what ſimplicity here is in ſogreat Craft ! When he had placed 
all his ſecurity in that Oath, he thought he had framed ſuch a manner 
of Oath, with ſo many Circumſtances, which no .man could any. way 

I diſſolve with a ſafe Conſcience. But he could not ſe, that if the Pope 

diſſolve the Oath, all its Knots, whether of being faithfull ro the King, 

4 or of admitting no Diſpenfation, are cccontins diflolved.. Yea, L 
will fay a thing more admirable ; you know, I believe, that an unjuft 
Oath, if it be evidently known to be ſuch, or openly declared ſuch, 
it obligeth no man ; That the King's Oath-is unjuſt, is ſufficiently de- 
clared by the. Paſtor of the Church: himſelf. You ſee now that the 
Obligatian of-it is vaniſhed into ſmoke, and that the Bond which ſo. - 
many wiſe men thought was made of Iron, was leſs than Straw. _ 
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